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ABSTRACT '
As late as 1938 there were 200,000 cne-room schools
scattered throughout the Orited States. By 1978 there were little
aore than 1,000 in operation. Primary-source researchk ¢r rural
education has now been conducted by 23 researchers inm Cclorado,
___Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and
Wyoming, sponsored by the Mountain Flains lLibrary Association and
funded by tte Kational Endowment for the Humanities. Osing
inforaztion froam oral histories, treasured a-mentoes, speeches,
nevspapers and other published sources, school records, soags, and
photographs, this volume presents historical vigaettes c¢f many
aspects of rural education froe the late 1800's o 1580. Chagters
focus on: country school architecture: elements of ccuntry school
success (sasple diploma, examinatianm guestiona, games, class
pictures): teschers (their role, rules, restrictions, salaries,
* <¢raining, certificates): the sajor role played by rural scheols in
imparting American culture to ismigrants; the sulti-purgose rcle of
country schools as community centers used for voting, dancing,
card-playing, socializing, debating, church, veddings, funerals, and i
civic meetings; and present day contributions, implications, and :
trends for the country school. The addresses of Country Scheol Legacy g
Archive Repositories vhere additional materials may ke sent are |
listed. (NEC)
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The Mountain Plains Library Association is pleased to be involved in this
project documenting the country school experience Funding of this project
from the National Endowment for the Humanities, cost sharing and other
contnbutions cnabled us all to work with the several state-based Humanities
committees as well as many other state and local libraries, agencles and
interest2d citizens We are deeply impressed not only by the enthiusiasm for
this work by all concerned but by the wealth of experience brought to bearin
tocusing attention on —and recapturing—this important part of history, and
how we got here This project seems to identify many of the rootsand “Charac-
ter formation” of our social, political and economic institutions in the wWest

~aready the main Project objective seems to be met, stimulating library usage
and increasing circulation of historical and humapities materials in this region.
Public interest is rising in regional. state and local history. Oral history programs
are increasing with greater public participation. The study of genealogy—and
the search for this information—is causing much interest in consultingd—and
rreserving-—historical materials. what has been started here will not end with
this project The immediate resuits wiil tour the entire region and be avaliable
for any who wish the program, filrn, and exhibit. There will be more discussion
of—and action on—the issues involving the humanities and public polictes.
past and present. The Mountain Plains Library Assoclation is proud to be a
partner in this work. the Country School Legacy, and its contribution to under
standing humariities on the frontier

loseph J Anderson

Nevada State Librarian

Past President

Mountain Plains Library Association
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ABSTRACT

"Country School Legacy: Humanities On the Frontier" represents
original research by 24 librarian/researchers and humanities
gcholars on six ir ortant themess Country Schools as Historic
Sites; Country Scnools as Community Centers; Teachers: Their
Roles, Rules, and Restricitions; Reading, Writing, 'Rithmetic

and Recitation; Country Schools and the Americanization of

Ethnic Groups; and Country Schools Today. Research was sponsored
by the Mountain Plains Library pssociation under the direction

of Andrew Gulliford, and $275,000 in funding was awarded by

the National Endowment for the Humanities.

The research focuses primarily on the states of: Colorado,
Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah,

and Wyoming. In each state all six sub-themes have been
throughly researched, and that research is reflected in the

1,500 pages of comprehensive reports written for the project.

0f special note are the authentic manuscripts of retired teachers
who vividly tell of their rural school experiences.

Publicity about the project has occurred in: History News, the
National Retired Teachers Association Newsletter, The Christian
Science Monitor, American Heritage, Small School Forum, The
Interstate compact for Education, Uta reservatlon/Restoration,
Education Week and hundreds of newspapers across the West and
Midwest. A film is also availsble. Contact:_Project Director,
Country School Legacy, Box 305, Silt, CO, 81652,
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Foreword

The orginal inspiration for this
project came from an article ntled
~Educational lLegacy - Rural
One-Room Schoolhouses” by Dr
Fred E H. Schroeder published in
Historic Preservation in 1977
Thanks to the sponsorship of the
Mountain Plains Library Association
and funding by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities Division of
Public Programs and the Library
f’rogram, major primary-source
research on rural education has
now been conducted by 23
researchers in eight states.

In archives designated at the
back of this booklet. oral histories,
school records. photographs. and
personal country school accounts
are 10 be found for the states of North
Dakota. South Dakota. Coloracio,
wyoming. Nevada. Nebraska, Kan-
sas and Utah.

Joseph Edelen. MPLA Executive
secretary. is to be commended for
his role as Fiscal Agent for the
§275.000 eighteen month grant
The carefully composed exhibits
were designed »>y Berkeley
Lobanov. and the superb
documentary film is the work of a
maijor new filmmaker Randaill
Teeuwen

Hundreds of former students,
retired teachers. librarians. and local
historical society officials have
spent countless hours volunteenng
their time on behalf of the project
The Country School lLegacy is
indeed richer thanks to those indi-
viduals, professional and non-
professional, working and retired,
who agreed to be interviewed. to
identify former schools, and t0
meticutously comb through school
records.

The exhibits. the film., this booklet,
all serve as precursor to the seminar
discussions which will be heid at
over 264 sites throughout eight
states. The seminars will be coordi:
nated by staff membersand will fea-
ture panel discussions on
contemporary and historical
themes in rural education. The
seminars will provide not only an
opportunity for personal sharingd
and reminiscing, but also a serious
evaluation of the role of the country
school in the communlty.
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As T. S. Eliot said. "We shall not
cease from exploration and the end
of all cur explonng will be to armve
where we started and to know the
place for the first time”

The Country School Legacy staff
is to be praised for their dedication.
perseverance, and enthusiasm. |
have truly. enjoyed working with
each and every one of the huma-
nists and researchers. Thanks 2o to
Colorado Mountain College and Siit
Elementary School for providing
me with a leave of absence to direct
this grant | am also indebted to my
wife. Stephanie Moran. who
endured interminable telephone
calls and weeks on end when 1 was
away from home on the trail of one-
room schools

Looking to the past, I would like to
dedicate this bocklet 1o Mrs. Esma
Lewis who taught school In
Garfield County, Colorado for sixty
years. Three gcnerations of
students are in her debt.

Looking to the future. 1 dedicate
this booklet to Dan Vogeler and his
students at the Brown's Park one-
room school in northwest Colorado
May all the country schools in this
nation continue to offer an excellent
education within a warm frame-
work of close personal and
community ties

In the words of Dr Fred
Schroeder:

But the farther 1 travel from
that quaint and fragrant
beginning, the closer is my
affinity 10 the goals of the
resourceful and idealistic
rural teacher for whom no
subject, course or age was
separated from its neigh 2
hors. and with whom the
school day became an invi
tatlon to circles of exper
ience. widening outward
from the common room Sso
that child. community,
nature. books and imagina
tion were unified in an
adventure of growing and
learning

Andrew Gulliford
Silt. Colorado
june 1081

Randall Teeuwen, Esther Cambell (81),
and Andrew Gulliford at the Ladgye
School, Nastonal Historic Site, Browns
Park, CO.

- —-

Speciae thanks ud‘ﬁ) Armold Dollase, 3

western ¢ olorado Rural Commutiities
Program funded by the Kelogg
Fandation WORCE was instrumental

i assizting with the orisinal grant
applk ation and in helping to pay grant
adminisirative costs
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_ Nebraska near Cedar

*

After one look at the building, | was sure | had lost my mind. It was built of rough boards Wwith
double-boarded walis with tarpaper between the boards wWe had a small box heater to heat the
bullding which it didnt do in cold weather when it was really cold we mouved the desks up as

close as we could to the stove

At the tum of the century, the United States
had 200.000 one-room schools, but now there
are itle more than a thousand 1N operation
What happened to ali of those simpie. white.
frame buiidings that dotted the prairie or were
tucked away In N3arow mountain valieys?

They had names like Brush Creek School.
Fairvew, Broken Bone, Windy Point, Pagoda.
Dunkiey, Sleepy Cat, Elk Head, Moon Hill, and
Fly Guich One school 1n Harmilton County,
Hill eamed the
nickname “Pokey Hoodle "

From 1870 until 1940, the one-room school
played a vital part in the settiing of the Amer-
€an \West. Rural Amenca was raised in a coun-
try school, and those values and traditions
which made up our combined hertage were
taught by teachers tn isolated communities on
vast sweeps of the mountains and plains The
buildings remain as silent testaments to a3
naton of immigrants bent on success

No one knows how many one-room
schoo! buiidings stll stand State historcal
societies are ignorant about an architectural
feature in their state’s history that is absolutely
pnotsl to the deveicpment of rural westem
states Consequently those schools that are
not bumed or demolished are beng
destroyed by simple neglect and natural
detenoration

Architecturally the schools are as diverse as
those who buiit them All of them are made
from whatever matenals were at hand -—
WRod, stone, logs. adobe. brick, and sod The
first Nebraska schools were httie more than
sod huts with dit floors, crude doors, and
leaky roofs In one Kansas sod school, a snake
once fell tr:ough the roof, Janded or trie Pot-
bellied stove, and began ‘o sizzie

In 1886 a sod schoathouse in Cusper County,

Nebraska was all the communi uld affor
- by 1902 the ciizens of Ca North Dakota
bhad built a high schoolpwe imingly beau-

tful in s design and massive N its Propor-

ticns The immigrants were here to stay
The line blurs and the defimitons blend as to
what consttutes a country schooi, but the
rationale 1s the same In every state A com-
munity with « “chool, was a community with
a fiture Unhke the East where the settlers
built churches first, in the \West all manner of
men were to be found who spoke a varety of
.languages and held quite different religious
teliefs Schools therefore took prionty In the
years from 1875, schoolhouses were erected in
Netraska at the rate of approxmately one
each day—and for the next quarter century. a
Q hoothouse was erected every two
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days 'n Scotts Bluff county, Nebraska. a school
was puilt 10 1886 with walls of baled straw a
sod roof and a dit floor It was sixteen feet
long. twelve feet wide, and seven feet high
Within twa years cattle had devoured it
wnting i Sod Wallk: The Story of the
Nebraska Sod House. Rober L Weisch states
December first saw the new sod '
schoolhouse ready tor its
fiteep-year-old teacher n shor
skits and long braids The little,
unpainted rickety table and equally
feeble chair had been salvaged from
the unoccupred sod cabin of my
graridmother. Mrs Martha Mapes,
the  square, wood-buming stove
had 'been lent by Reverend Wililam
Elliox, fatherof W C Etliot of Mason
City! six wooden benches had been
made to accommodate not orily the
six |puptls but the people who
wouid corne there to attend church
servces or community affairs At the
training schoo! we had been taught
how to makg a crude blackboard by
applying a compound—chiefly of
soot or lampblack—to a kind ot
building paper \When six feet of this
had been put in place and a box of
chalk purchased. the equipment
was complete

The home-made benches vaned, as
.three had backs while trree had
. none and the only boy. Ea Cooper,

contended that he shouid occupy
one of the most comfortable ones,

SO @ COMPronIse was necessary As

there were no desks, the writing les-
son was a protracted one, each
chid in turn sitting on the teacher's
chair at her table to laboriously write

n his copybook

The floor was dit and during the

cold winter of 1884 the teacher's feet
were frosterd Later a gquantity of
str. v was put on the floor which

made 1t warmer but provedtobe a .

breeding place for fleas This was

not conducive to quiet study but did

afford the children some bodily

activity .

If fleas frequented dut floors n.the winter
when sprning thaws came the sod-school
floors werg often “shick as grease * But there
were caiamites

in Let Your Light Shine the story 1s retold of

mow when Hannah Johnson amved from

Olive Salladay. Teacher.
South Park, Colorado. 1927

Nebraska to ieach in Daniel. Wyoming she
found her school had four walls but no roof. it
was spring and the rancrers were taking their
cattle to the summer range They stopped their
work to board the roof but the mail-order
roofing paper did not amve before a heawy
rain When the rain spiashed down between
the boards. the teacher taught from under her
umbrella and the children continued their
work siting under their desks
In wooded areas along the Missourn. the

Platte and other streams. log cabins wouid
usually be built for the students Mrs George
Haight of Madison County, Nebraska
described the log school she attended. which
was constructed about 1871

Mr Hutchins hauled logs from tne

Elkhorn River, he then hewed off

both sides, put them on top vie

other and filled the cpenings with

grass and mud For the roof he put

on poles, trash and grass and lastly

dit There was cne window and a

door large eriough for a bam

The first year we had no floor. but

the second they sawed slabs and

placed them found side down

Benches were made of siabs also.

with four sticks driven in for legs and

unless we sat just so, down all

would go which often happened as

we youngsters of this rudely con-

structed hut were In for a good ime

occasionally

If green wood was used small branches
would cortinue to sprout ffom inside the
walis
Nellle Carnahan Robinson taught in the

Disappointment Creek Valley 1n Southwest
Colorado 1n 1897 As ateacher new tothe area,
she was not impressed with her little log
scnool

I am sure there was not another

schoolhouse In the whole country

as pnmitve as this one There

couldn't have been It was made of

logs and had been built in a day by

the men n the settlement Tie

dimensions were about fourteen by

sixteen feet The logs weré chinked

and daubed with adobe mud n

many places the mud had fallenout

If a child wanted to look at anyone

passing. he would peek between

the logs

The roof was made by first placing a
layer of poles across which was the

10
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cetling The poles were then
covered with straw and over the
straw wvas a thick coating of adobe
mud From the ndge pole on each
side were unfinished boards There
was very Irtle slant to the roof, bui it
kept out the rain

On some days we had occasional
showers of dit when a wood fat
wouid be prowling around up there
The floor was of unfirished boards,
and if a child dropped a penctl, he
had leamed to be quick to retneve or
1 rolled through the cracks under the
floor AL times we would have & gen-
eral upheaval at the noon hour when
the boys would ke up the
fioorboards and reclaim the erasers,
pencils, chalk, and vanous other art-
cles the wood rat had hidden under
there o
n Woming. more often than not. the
school was a log bullding Walls covered with
musiin or burlap moved frequently when mice
came inside to explore the interior
Even though the schoolhouse 1tself might
be made of rough cut logs. its setting could be
one of natural beauty which made up for the
" crude architecture Ag¢cording to Mary A. Riley’
The settmg was very picturesque—a
Intte valiey with forested hiils all
around. Dewvils Tower to the west,
nmrocks to the east and the ingated

. \‘
1 mile enst (tn County \07).Lo:nhoolwu¢old¢oun.nlclntynfwﬂﬂ-00' 7

i 1o build & m)

pastures and hay fields of the
Campstool Ranch to the noth
Chokechermmies, goosebemes, straw-
bemnes, and wild roses grew along
the banks of Lytle Creek Our drink-
ing water came from the clear, cool
stream

Counitry schools represented the utimate in
utitanan architecture Frame buildings often
cost no more than a few hundred dotiars in
materiais. All labor was donated. and school
supplies were scavenged n at least one Ne-
vada mining camp, schoolchiidren had the
dubious distinction of sitting on abandoned
dynamite kegs instead of desks!

The schools often moved around a great
deal, too As populations changed in farming
or ining communities, the school buildings,
buiit without benefit of foundations, piumb-
Ing, or winng, would be put on skids and
moved to adjacent communities Most of the
moves met with the mutual approval of local
school boards. but occasionally ciandestine
moves occurred at night Children would walk
to schoo! the next day only to find their school
building another mile or two down the jcad

Alice Marsh described an incident in “Fifty
Years Ago n Cume Nevada™ which tlustrates
a community’s attachment to its schoothouse
Apparently, the schoothouse was on the prop-
ety of a widow who was not paricularly
enchanted with the schoot

i

The ‘poor widow’ constantly quar-
reled with this one and that one,
indeed finally wasting -her entire
property 'n lawsuts While warring
with the charman of the schooi
board, she declared she was going
to make the schoolhouse Mo 3
washhouse Since it was on her
land, it belonged to her. she said
One day, she actually boarded the
morning train for £1ko to bri.ig back
the shenff on the aftemoon train to
put uc off as trespassers Now, we
know that had the schooihouse
been on a concrete foundation, it
might be proved to be attzched to
the land It was. however, on piles of
rock at the four comers and the mid-
dle of the long sides There was ro
time to get a legal opinion As soon
as the train had vanished around the
bend, several teams of draft horses
appeared as i by magic. The school-
house, the pupiis and the teacher all
rolled off and down the road 3 quar-
ter of a mile 10 a bit of railroad prop-
eny The fence around the old lot
was repiaced, and every trace of our
occupancy was removed Whenthe
snenff stepped from wne train that
afternoon, the school was in session
as usual, and he could fihd no sign
of its ever having been on the lot n

TIAVIVAY Ad03 1570
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town Strange. too the shenff
couldnt ind a single person who
had ever seen the school on that
spat
Rural schooi. had to be located within
walking distance or at ieast pon, "ding dis-
tarce of the homes of the puptls Inth~  “tor-
1al era, South Dakota terxled to re,
Eastr'n dimensions of two hy three n a
school distnct Brookings County along the
Minnesota border deweloped an av2rage of
five schools per standard congre ssional town-
ship of thity-six square mies Dhstrict sizes
ranged fom four square miles 10 twelve
square miles
Further west In South Dakotat’ 2retended to
be still fevver schools per township, but this
state of nearly 80 000 square miles stili devel-
oped 5011 one-teacher rural schools by 1916,
when the number was at or near the peak
The upsnot of the density of schoolhouses
that developed was that the number of fami-
nes and the amount of wealth to underwrite
school bullding were nct large  Costly build-
ings nften were clearly beyond the means of
" the tax base and the legsiature saw fit to
protect distncts against the foolish
extravagance of a tempofary rnajority even
after the gnnding poverty of the first years of
settiernent had been owercome
Buildings intended to 1ast indefintely now-
ever soon foitowed Neighboroods often
buk these schoothouses before most of the
settiers were out of therr inita! dugouts. sod-
dies or claim shanties It has been suggested
rmrl s phenomenon occurred not just
(S
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because the settiers were eager for schoois for
their chidren, but afso because of shrewd
fiscal behavior on their pan. They voted bonds
to run over a iong period so that the settiers
who would come later would bear the larger
pant of the expense There would also be
immediate income to some of the early settiers
as they hired out to haul lumber from a rail
head and to aid in construct:on
In Colorado. recognizing that the improved
property in most areas of the state was min-
imal and that additional sources for school
nnancing would not only be desirable but
probably necessary the second Temtonal
Legisiature. when it conaned Inrmid-summer
1862, provided for the rollowing suppiement
to schon! fundls * That hereafier when any
new mineral lode, of either gold bearnng
quarnz. silver. or other valuable metal, shall be
discovered 1h this Terrtory. one clam of one
hundred feet In iength on such lode shall be
set apat and heid in perpetuity for the use an..
benefit of schools in this Temtory " It was
anticipated that this innovative approach by
the Terntory would facilitate the educatonal
enterprise i the area while, at the same time,
reducing the tax burden on individual piop-
erty owners
W J Curtice, the first Temtonal Supennten-

dent of Common Schools. responded to his
new positton with the following charge to the
public to camy out the most imporntant phase
of the first school laws

It now remains for the people and

their duly chosen school officers, to

immitate {sic) the commenrdable

* A

Photo Courtesy of State Historical Society of North Dakota
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zeal of the Legisiative Assembly
behaif of education. by camying ifto
effect the school law and inaugurat-
Ing a pub. ¢ school system in every
county of the Temtory In discharg-
Ing this duty. we shall not only
remove a great bamer—want of
schools—to the rapid settiemerit of
the country, but will be developing
an educatonal system among us,
for the fi wire, of greater value than
the gold of our mountains, and a
better safequard 1o society than the
elective franchise or standing
arm.es
Country schools were a common sight en
the praine landscape of Nortth Dakota
Although wood construction was most com-
mon  edrly records compiled by the Supenn-
tendent of Public instruction indicate a vanety
of buiding materais In 1894, 273 schools
were built in Nonth Dakota Of that total, 263
were frame. 5 were stone. | was sod and 4
were of log construction By 1906, North
Dakota had 3.700 schools Of that total, 3,554
were frame. 103 were stone or brick, 9 were
sod and 34 were of fog construction By 1914-
1915 the last year that such statistics were
compiled, North Dakota had 5150 frame, 252
stone or brick and 19 log or stone schools
While the earliest participants of the country
school legacy experenced some vanety of
construction and architecture. later
generations did nct  Standardization was
established by the second decade of the 20th
century Planbooks for the construction of
schoois and the passage of state laws aimed
at uniformity promulgated by the State Supenn-
tendent and administered by the state’s fifty-
three county superntendents, camed out the
process Yet, If standardization eliminated th.s
local variety of architecture, 1t also este.Jlished a
common legacy which was experenced by
wirt:rally il ruradl school chiidren over the next
thity years The comrr "0 sense of the white,
framed, one-room sc within walking dis-
tance of the family farmr  sas dupiicated inevery
township of the state fiom 1915 until the end of
World War f
In Wyvoming, to obtain standardization cer-
tain physical elements of the school had to be
met This included weli sites, good outdoor
bathrooms, playgrourx equipment. flag pole,
and other additions to the structure that made
movement of the building a more
comphcated and expensive procedure than it
" ad been in the past
Schools were named after geographical
points or other landmarks, and names iike
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"Eagle’s Nest  “Paradise Valley” and ‘Cot-
tonwood”  were  duphcated many tmes
throughout the state There was also a ten-
dency to name the school after the fam:ly who
‘onated the land or upon whose iand the
sches' was moved Changes in land owner-
ship would then mean a renaming of the
schoo!  Another custom was o name the
sthoot after the children attending  This was
farly common on the so-called “ranch”
schools A large family moving into the district
could change the name of the school by the
sheer number of chudren from one family that
attended it

Undoubtedly the first white frame country
schools followed the uriversal design of wil-
lage churches that earlier nad housed sChoois
Such churches typically had long rectangular
floor ptans with windows on two sides ana an
entrance at one end above which was the
beifry Often schoot buila Ngs were hittle more
than one room with an éentry way. a pot-
belled stove, and a blackhoard Yet the
Paragon Schoai at the Pioneer Museum near
Gunrnison Colorado boasted a huge pelf
iower, large classrooms and even A Queen
Anre-style turret with three cLrved windows!

The architecture of most country schools
was strctly venacular Any special embellish-
ment usually centered around the bell tower
The bell was essential not only to cali chidren
to school but aiso 1If someone was lost or hurt
of if a praine fire was coming perilously close
Many mining camp residents rushed 10 the
mine if the bell pealed ominousiy n the mid-
die of the day Women clutched their infants
and feared for the depth of the cave-in and the
safety of their husbands

But the schooi bel! also rang at Chiistmas,
and it was a constant source of cdmmunity
pride Many schoois built sSimpie roofs over the
bells Cther schools had elaborate bell towers
with ornate Gingerbread woodwork or hort-
2onta} slats to keep the birds out

Al manner of state and locai histoncat
societies have collaborated in the preservation
of country schools In Maine. Norlands District
#7 School at Livermore has been restored as
part of a mng history program  Students who
visit for the day sit on benches, write onslates,
use goose quill pens, and take tnps to the
functional outhouse

At Lonsdale, Minnesata a country school-
house 1s being enovated o a cultural ans
center by a non-profit corporation cedicated
to the restoration of old Distrct 76 Bodega
Bay mn Cahformia boasts @ magnifirent two-
story school now transformed into an an
gallery and elegant cafe
@~ 'oss the United States schaolhouses are
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being spruced up and repaired An excelient
rook by Goldie Piper Daniels ttied Rural
schools and Schoolhouses of Dcuglas
County, Kansas does a superb job of docu-
menung schools near Lawrence, Kansas
many of which were stone

College campuses with one-ro0om schools
include Chadron State College at Chadron.
Nebraska and Emporia State University at
Empona, Kansas The Plymouth School at Fort
Hays State University in Fort Hays, Kansas was
constructed of post rock imestone Phi Delta
Kappa sponsored its resurrection on campus
and faithfully helped to mowe the 3.000
stones

Schools can be found at the Fnends of the
Middle Border Museum, in Mitchell. South
Dakota, South Park City at Farrplay, Colorado.
Pioneer Village at Minden, Nebraska, and at
Madison, South Dakota Schools have been
moved to the museum at Lusk. Wyoming, the
Threshers Museum at Rugby, North Dakota,
Centenrial Village . Greeley Colorado, city
park at Rangely and at Limon, Colorado, and
the county fargrounds at Amudon, North
Dakota

Dozens of country schools are being pre-
sened, renovated. and restored interested
local history assoCiations are intent On preserv-
ing the Country School Legacy because they
feel it was an inkegral chapter in the settiing of

the frontier
15

In the words of Dr Alan Miller, who spear-
headed mowing the Plymouth School to the
Fort Hays State Unnersity campus, "It is aito-
gether appropnate that we dedicate this stone
schoolhouse, 1n the spint of our pioneenng
ancestors. o the frontiersmen of icmomow—
our children May they learn that ther iuture 1s
i understanding their past”

Matenal for this section not otherwise cre-
dited came from Dr Ernest Grundy, Keamey.
Nebraska, Jim Dertien. Bellevue, Nebraska, Dr
Paul Hack. tawrence, Kansas, Milton Riske,
Cheyenne Wyoming, Robert Baitheil, Fowell,
wyoming., Charles Johnson, Denver.
Colorado. Jessie Embry, Provo, Utah. Phihp
Brown, Brookings, South Dakota, Dan
Rylance, Grand Forks, North Dakota. and
Andrew Guiliford

Excefpts were previously publiuhed in Utah
Preservation/Restoration, Spring, 1981 and
And Cattle Ate the Schoo! by the Nebraska
State Educational Associaton for the
Nebraska Centennial

Auditional references nclude “Educational
Legacy Rural Une-Room Schoolhouses” by
Fred E H Schroeder in Historic Presenvation,
July-Seqtember, 1977, and “What You Can
Leam From Your Rural Schoo!” by Fred E H.
Schroeder in History News, April 1981, pub-
hished by the Amencan Association For State
and Local History

\
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A South Dakota School in 1302

T CROSS LIGHTING

in a buliding without electricity and with
no budget for kerosene, lighting presented
a serlous problem. Most schools thereiore,
had windows on the easi and the
blackboard on the west. Some schools had
windows on both sides. but tor years the
notion prevailed that if light came from two
sources students doing written work
would ruln their eves. A few brave dis!ricis
tackled the probiem by putting windows to
the north for a constant, even light, but the
bullding must have been freezing col in
the winter.

1t is ironlic that in so inany of the schools
in beautiful mountaln valleys or out un the
high plains windows were placed only on
one side of the bullding The puplls were
forced 10 face the front of the classrnom
where the morning light ‘lluminated the
blackboards while autumn's magnil.cent
colors In the high country changed behind
the student's backs.

Says Nora Mohberg, retired teachet irory
Mlinor, North Dakota. “The country s« nool-
house was the most atllitarlan building
imaginable but in most instances It had
one serlous drawback. That was the _ross
lighting that often injured the eyes of the
students without being noticed at the time.
if the windows were In the north and south
walls, the damage was not s« great. Butwin-
dows on the east and west often cr-ated
=~di~~tijons that were Injurious to the eyes

A Elﬁce students although no one really
-
N,

| Phute Conr.ay o Sonte Historical Sacicty of North Dakole

rstood wnat was happening ar that




L The typical one-room schoolhouse was a frame structure no larger
~than24 by 36 feet for the most part, which sat on an are or so of ground
 whose sad often produced no trees nor supported a fence. Usuaily one
L ortwo privies slouched in a corner of the schoolyard, butfar too oftento

sult the educators there were none at all. “Too much cannot be said
against the barbarous custom of providing no place of retirement wha-
tever” wrote the Nebraska superintendent in 1872, “One privy Is
scarcely better than none.” he said, “and (in) some respects worse. How
many ruined characters can trace their downfall to the scenes of thelr
eariy schoojdays, where, through force of circumstances, they lost that
delicatesefise of modesty so essential to guard the virtue of the young.”

Nor did ihe one-room schoolhouse compensate In beauty on the
inside for what it lacked on the outside. A potbellied stove occupied the
center of the room and patented, store-bought desks stretched in rows
in front of the teacher's desk and blackboard which were located at the
end of the room opposite the door. In the betier schools, wainscoting,
fising two feet from the floor, yuarded the walls, which by the 1890's
were often adorned with picturesand mottoes. But even in these school
rooms, the maps, charts, dictlonarles, and other apparatus that educa-
tors believed necessary for good instruction were often inshortsupply.
And not until th~ 1890's did uniform textbooks begin to replace the vast
assortment of schoolbooks country school children were accustomed
to take to school.

“Country Schoolteaching on the

Sod-House Frontier”

) Arizona and the Wes’
sSummer 1975

wayne E. Fulle(}

[

COUNTRY SCHOOL HOUSES

We have elsewhiere discuzscd the subject of schoo! houses
in general. We have intraduced a cut for & country school
house, which has been kindly furnished by the American
Journal of Education, belisving it will be of value to tho
who contemplate the evection of such a builling,

This house should ba 28x40 on the ground, height of ceil-
ing at lesst 15 feet. The school room will then be 28132,
the two wardrobes each 8x9; the entry 8x10. The part-
tions and walls will, of course, lessen these dimensions to the
extent of their thickness. This house wil! accommodate ff-
ty pupils. For a very smsll district the building may be
24x82. Teachers’ platform 6z10, or 5x0, 8 or 10 inches
high. Wainacoting should extend entirely around the rooms
snd entry. Black boards of liquid slating entirely around the
school room in width nof less than 4} fect ; 5 feet is still better,
The uppermost foot and a half is very useful for permanent
copies in writing .nd drawing; und for other uses. The
windows should be % constructed that they may be let dowr
from the top. The heating should be by furnace, or by
ventilsting stove. John Grossius, 889 Msin street, Cincir-
nati, manufactures & school stove for filty dollars, which 1
ecotiomicsl, and effisient; by it, puro air is taken from the
ontside, hested and introduced into the school room, thus 18
fording complete ventilation. Kvea country districts c2b
woll afford this Juxary. Indeed they cannot afford to dv
without it. Wae sbould be glad to sce overy country district
in Colorado build as good a school house as is represented
the cut; and as muckfbetter as can be afforded.

All of which is respeetfully submitted.

Q HORACE M. MALEK
E l C Superintendent Publia Invirucist

T A Fuli Text Provided by ERIC
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Perspective and ground plan for a cosntry school hossee.
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..Any special embellishment
usually centered around the bell
tower. The bell was essential
not only to call children to
school, but also if somcone
were lost or hurt or if a prairie
fire was coming perilously

close. N
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COUNTRY SCHOOL SUCCESS

The cluss work is showing more and more thase who are earnest amut%eir education. those

who have a determined purpose 1o get all there is to be gotten out of a years school work, and
those who are careless seemingly. or do not desire to benefit themselues with these opportunities

S0 freely offered.

These nice spring days require an effort for boys to tear themselves away from their tops and
horse shoes and come 1 school Yet he wwho does so conquers in manhood, and yes in wornan
n has found his peer inh womdaint
From the Rifle Reveitlie,

Rifle. Coloracdio, 1896

hood, too. for in the intellectual realm i~

~

You can see them in the photographs They
were dusty. dinty little urchins intorn and faded
coveralls who attended schol barefoot or
wore old. wom out work boots The girls
dressed in nand-me-downs. and often you
can tell members of the same family because
their clothing was cut from dentical cloth

They were poor Ther parents had almos. no
money, what they had was invested n land
and farming equipment Educar on was a lux-
ury, but they scnmped and saved because they
wanied thewr children to do better and have
more opportunity in the rugged, new moun-
tain and plains states

By 1900, Nebraska. Kansas. and lowa had
the hughest iteracy rate in the Cotatry Why did

. country schools succeed despite poorly heated

buildings, few books and school supphes.
underpaid teachers ana no electnic hghts or
central plurnbing? In the words of Mrs Mar-
garet Danen of Basait, Colorado, who taught
at the one-room school N Emma. “The
younger ones hstened to the older ones recite
They were real iterested in their social studies
and history and we uied to have physiology in
those days They picked up a lot of things”

Children 1n a country schonl learned Inde-
pendently, and they progressed st iheir own
pace Often oriy one or two children attended
each giade, so the pressure for competition
rermained myvmal though everyone wanted
to achie'e Most lessons were memonzed and
chilciren knew what was to be expected in the
next grade because they had heard their elder
brothers and sisters recite lessons the year
before

In an age before calculators sturents
excelled at mentai arthmeuc ard in the ability

. 10 add tong columns of figures intheit heads in

a.marnter.of <econds As for literature, Adple-

ton's Fifth Reader, required in the exghth grade,

lists in the table of contents such iiterary gems
as “Liberty or Death” by Patnck Henry, "Dia-
logue With the Gout”™ by Ohver Goldsmith,
“S 2ech on Brutus” by Wiliam Shakespeare,
and Nathaniel Hawthome’s “A Rill From the
Town Pump ™
Bilt May from the S Bar S Ranchnear Sprirgs,
Colorado, explains the success of country
schoois in this way
! knew many of the people who
recenved thewr egucation under such
conditions .and {as fdg as
Q I-rounded’ education 1s
EMCM) most of them were

e

-

among the best educated people
I've ever known

Of course there ‘were numerous fac-
tors responsible for the quality of
education that came out of this
system

First—there had to be a dedicated
teacher, and one that really knew
how o organize and supervise

Second—the Guality of texts used,
‘McGuffey's Fifth Reader wa, far
superior to anything thatthe average
high school student 15 exposed to
today

Thirg—the indivsdual personal
attention recerved by the pupil (this
relates direCtly to the teacher's capa-
biities as ‘supervsor, most of the
actual teaching of the younger child-
ren was done by the older students.
who—by tiie tme they nad finished
the eighth grade—were well quali-
fied to be teachers themselves)

Fourth—the almost unlhimited
opportunity for the ‘gifted” pupil to
advance By having the chance to
hear older studerits recite (after their
own assignment was completed) it
was not uncommon for children in
the fifth or sixth grade {and some-
tmes even your ger) to have mas-
tered practically evervthing
presented to the seventh and eighth
graders \

Many of the courtry schocls in this
area were summer schools as it
would have beer impractical for
chidren to commute {by the mearss
available n those days—afoot or
horseback| during our severe winter
manths I my own case it would
have been inpossible o ndce the
three miles thru the hills wath three o
four feet of snow covenng a trail that
wasn't even kept open In winter

Some schools were located so that
all the pupils were witnin reasona-
oid walking or nding distance along
maintained {of course this was often
just for horsedrawn <led uafhic
roads. and were conducted as wirn-
ter s5chools .

In some cases, where the bys of a
family-—say, from the fifth grade on

19

up—were needed I the hayfield, 1t

was necessary for them to nde

{horseback—usually not for more

than six or eight miles) or perhaps

board with same family In town and

attend winter schocl N town

If in Colorado older boys rode many milesto

school and then proceeded to help the
younger children, the same was true In South
Dakota Floyd Cocling in Memoirs of South
Dakota Reured Teachers vivdly recalls his first
year teaching at the Pringle School in Custer
County ,

One of my seventh grade girls was

pretty sharp and | had to hustle to

keep her busy and ghalienged And

then | found the solution Two of my

fifth graders seemed to need more

personal help than!hadtime to give

so | had Anne start heiping them

Within a week, she was my full-

fledged teacher aide dunng parts of

the day She loved it So did | And

everyone profited from it Of course,

she did not get paid But she got a

better education.

It seems we wvere to teach about six
or eight subjects to each grade level

That would make twenty-five or
thity classes a day dunng a penod
from eght tll three Could you
believe our shonest class was only
five minutes? Jhat was spethng And
our longest was twenly minutes
That was because | beheve In a good
math backgrourvi Some other gou-
bling up had to be done so/l put the
fith and sixth grades together inthe’ .
same class for b story the first semes-
ter 2nd covered the fifth grade work
The second semester we did the
sixth grade work

The county superntendent prepared
the final exams, mailed them to the
president of the school board who
delivered them tc the teacher the
day of the final exam. After the siy-
dent had written the éxamnatuon,
the papers were returned-to the
county office for marking And if the
grades were oo low, the student
flunked out and had to repeat
another year The system seemed
10 encourage both the student and
teacher to do & good job
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SCHOOL DAYS

First, can anyone tell why the one-room country school is fam-
ous? That's right; it is where mitlions of Americans had thelr first
brush with education, where they first had to learn that Montana
is west of Mississippi, that nine times nine is elghty-one, and that
WO which ought to end in “ible” invariably double-cross you
and end inh “able” .

of our mast successfid” citizens trudged heroic distances
through snow piling higher every time they tell it...It is a goQd
thing that Mrs. McGulr loves 1o work, for,this weather-beaten
schootlhouse has all the shortcomings of its kind. Tt.e plumbing
is outdoors, the was)ibow! on the porch, someone has to tote

1 A

Anttwhat else? Yes, bec&::}e it was to schools ilke this that some

coalfor Big 10e, the sfove. The pay Is thin soup; it has beenasiow
s /as/ng

0 a year, and 2ven now is only $878 a year.

»
NORMAN ROCKWELL VISITS A

COUNTRY SCHOOL.
November 2. 1946

The Norman Rockwell Book
indianapolis, inciana:
Cuitis Publishing Company, Inc., 1977
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Questions like this tested whether or not the
Course of Study had been followed They
were “Quanerly Uniform Test and Review
Questions. December. 1910” from South
Dakota

Grade Vil anthmetic A man bought
at a sale a team of horses for $375
The terms of the sale were, | year's
time at 6% mterest, or 2% off for
cash. The man accepted the latter
condition and went to a bark and
borrowed just enough money to pay
the cash amount paying 8% nterest
Did he gain or lose by choosing the
second conditton, and hew much?

Grade VIl speiling Spell ten wordstc
be pronounced by the teacher from
a iist made up by her from those
words quite generally missed when
the regular lessons viere gnen, but
which have since been studied

Grade Vireading You will write from
memory one stanza from either
“Barefoct Boy” “The Children’s
Hour” “Ode to a Waterfowl.” or
“Star Spangied Banner”

Grade Il geagraphy: Write how you
could make a littie pcol of water,
from running in the street or road
after a rain If you have ever seen a
lake or a strearn of water, tell how
you think it came there,
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Boys will Be Boys. . . .

In Wyoming several times rattiesnake killing was mentioned as
a recreational pursuiy, but not as frequently as drowning out and
catching gophers. This was not an activity that today’s physical
education would sanction, but in the nast there were different sets
of rules d@nd sidelights to the “sport” A water pail and access to
water was needed. When the rodent was seen racing into one of
the many holes on the prairie, the alarm was sounded. All
hioles in the immediate area would be plugged with dirtand rocks
and buckets of water poured into the gophers’ sanctuaries. Aftera
number of palls went down, the gopher emerged to keep from
drowning and would race for his life. There were several variants
of the rules. Some students of Wiilams School in Aibany County
recall roasting captured chipmunks. Another in Lincoln County
tells of holding a wire noose over the hole and catching the emerg:
ing gopher, then branding the critter with a small iron or wire.

L
Miiton Riske

29

Verda Amold ir. Our Yesterdays described
taking the final eighth grade examinaticn in
South Dakota

In the spnng of 1922 a decree went
out from somewhere that all
saventh and eighth grade pupils
must go to the county seat to wnte
therr final examination. Therd were
four of us from Lame Johr hool.
Mason Peterson, Reter Sieger, Evelyn
Maxon and me. Poor little country
kids \We were ail afraid of the big
caty The idea of a'FINAL test was
bad erough But to have to write
such<a test in a strange big
buiding—~oh nol Miss Carter
assured us we all knew enough to
pass. Thar gave us added relief by
offering to go aiong and just be
there. We all passed

The noon meal was a break in the school-
day'’s hard work Once lunch was eaten, the
chidren played games, with the teacher usu-
ally playing.with them For these children so
isolated on therr ranches, this playtime must
have been very good for them and filled a real
social need Sometimes recess would be
skipped s0 the whole school could take a

noon hour and go to a nearby pond to
skate or a hill to shde down

There wete no hot lunch, programs in those
days Most lunches consisted of a jelly sand-
wich with an appie or a plain piece of cake ora
cookie; 0 waxed paper wiappings in those

-

days Fred-egg sandwiches were big, with ~

homemade hread. Sometimes biscuits. corn-
breadk or coid pancakes were all some children
had, with iard instead of butter Times were
tough
In one community the five or six mothers
took tumns sending the ingrecients for a hot
dish, which the teacher heated on a kerosene
stove, and all the children shared. Often it was
only plan potato soup, milk and potatoes
were two things most people had plenty of,
but sometimes It was vegetable soup. maca-
ron: and cheese, or hot COCoa.
Dorothy Harmon in Our Yesterdays said®
.Ofen our bread was frozen at
joon, as we had to leave it (ow
iunches) in the arteroom there
“was a huge stove In the cediter of the
room.. We would toast our bread
on top of the stove, and at least we
had hot toast. The buitegwould
meit and smoke  but Mrs.¥an Pelt
never Tnaagnything abput it
Faye Gashatt Lewss in Nothing to Make A
Shadow adds
A concomitant of rural schooldom
was the dinner pail. .a land of syrp
pail, a half-galion size for one per-
son, a gaflon size for several e
always preferred to take individual
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COUNTRY SCHOOL GAMES

.

with no money for playground equipment or even a bat and ball dur-
Ing the early years of country schoois, students and’teachers had to
invent inexpensive games that could be-played by students of all agdes.

Crack the Whip—All the students held hands inalong iine. The student
at one end would pivot and all the students would swing back and forth
untli the student at the end of the line lost hisgripand the whiphad been
cracked.

Pom Pom Pull Away—Two lines of students formed on elther side of
one student who was "It He calléd any player by name and sald, “Ted
Lelgh. Pom Pom Pull Away! Come away, or F'll fetch you away!" Then the
student must run across the line and not be tagiged by the one who Is “It”

steal the Bacon—Similar to Pom Pom Pull Away in that two lines of
students are formed., but instead of a stuident being *It" a cap or scarf Is
placed in the middle. At asignal from the teacher one student runs from
each side 1o grab the cap. The winner then gets to signal “go” for the next
round.

Annle Over—Students divided up on both sides of the one-room

school. A student with a ball would yell, “Annie, Annie Over” and throw
Il over the roof. Whoever caught it would run around the side of the
1 and try and hit a player from the opposite team.
% and Geese--Often played in the snow, a larde circle is tramped
wn with spokes In it like a wheel. A fox is picked from onedf the
siidents and he tries to tag one of the geese as they run In groups of
thiees and fours down the trail with their hands on each others
shoulders. The goose who is tagged becomés the fox and the game starts
all over again. \

- L L] * L

The origin of the phrase “toeing the line” comes from < intry schools
where a chalk line was often drawr}.on the floor. Ch...ren who were
reciting had to keep their toes on the'line to avold twisting their bodies
arcund as they reclted.

sSmithsonian, March. 1981
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"Whoever you are.be noble.
‘Whatever you do, do well.
Whenever you speak, speak kindly.

Give joy wherever you dwell

HERR SCHOOL NUMBER TWO
District No. 11

Harns Township, Sheridan County,
North Dakota

1927-- 1928

ALVENn HANSON, Teacher

PUPILS
Lena Herr Elmer Herr
Oiga Harr Elsie Herr
Reuben Herr Lydia Herr
Ernest Herr Theodore Herr

Johnnie Herr
SCHOOL BOARD
John J Krien, President
Anna Haibeck, Treasurer
Pearl Lasher, Clark
——
Petar Haibeck—Jake Housar, Directors
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. Girls skiing in Jackaon, Wyo.

lunches DLt that was a  luxury
Mothet wes not much in favor of as
it meant five dinner pais to be
sciubbed out each evening and well
aired for the next day so usually she
reduced the number 10 two of three
at the most  The enjoyment of these
school lunches had to be sharply
whetted by hunger for they were
anythung but palatable in their own
nght The flavor of sandwiches 1s not
improved by remaining  packed
ughtly in a parl for a haif day even iIf
the glass of fruit sauce or presenes
has not been spitied over them by
the swingmg of said pail on the wety
to school or by ns having been
kitked over in the rumpus attendant
upon the removai of wraps and
owershoes  Coot s0 closely
packed go through .. pecubar sof-
temng process making them
altogether different from the crunchy
discs Mother had baked The apple
if any was probably eaten at recess
Other children’s food usually looked
moure attractive than one’s own and
there was a umversal banternng of
lunches hiquid part of our lunch
wds coid water camed in a pail from
a well a haif-mile down the hill and
E lil‘Cunk fror a common dipper

Country schoois in Colorado were the pro-
ducts of new settiements n the mINING camps
and new homesteaders on the (ians
Whether 11 the mining camps or on small,
160-acre faris, Iiving was marginal at best, and
young boys 2ither started work with a pick and
shovel or taok turns behind a plow O%of
necessity, girls stayed at hcme to help With
raising the children, growing gardens, feeding
stock, and canning frat

Education was a it 1y, and teachers and
county officiais had o Leg parents (o let therr
children attend school vnaregular basis Some
schools only opened their doors after the peak
farming season, particularly hanest time, was
over One log school, stll standing near Mont-
rose, Colorado. oniy.opened dunng June July
and August Durning the other months, schoof
was preempted by too much farming of 100
much snow

Stan Leftwich, a former school teacher -

remembers those days Stan retired as assistant
commussicner in charge of field services fof the
Colorado State Department of Educaton He
remembers. N his teaching days, actively
encouraging parents in his district to send their
children to school Orxe they got ta school
however, the first order of business was totake
care of therr physical problems He quickly
iniated a daly cleansing routine ahich
included applying saives for head lice, scabies,
and impetigo Children who caught pinkeye

fromi cattle recerved the same medicine that
the ivestock would have had—boric acid Stan
recalls "We would be put in jail today for the
nursing we did in those years, but what were
we to do? No organized health serces
existed’

The children were quick tempered and
mischievous Many a faint-hearted teacher left
In disgrace early inthe term because of a partic-
ularly raucous prank devised by the clder boys
Olnve Sallady who taught in the Reach Valiey
School in Coiorado remembers, "My first few
weeks were pretty hectic | was greatly reheved
any morning ! didn't open my desk and find &
mouse, snake or frog They were all dead. of
course By the .time the kids found out that
didn't fnghten me, we settled down ™

When one child becarne it sooner of later

- the whole school would be tching, scratch-

INg sneezing, and coughing But. despite the
pranks and the diseases students learned in
country schools There was a strong desire 1o
learn and to pass the eighth grade examina-
tons Country schools were a success Stu-
dents learned not only the basics but also
those 5mportarit values of frendship coopera-
tion, and compromise
w ] * ] *

Matenial for this section not otherwise iden-
tified came from statf member Carohne Hat-
ton, Edgemont. South Dakota, Joanne Dodds,
i weblo, Colorado, and Andrew Gulliford
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“When | started school up there 1 that little o’ white schoolhousc. the teacher. she had a hutle hand bell <he would ring when she let us
out for recess va know? To call us back 1o class why, she’d come out there and ring the bell, and when [ went to school course that was my
first year at school up there. and 1 6ent to school with a little slate and pencil. and of course. being a nice little bov, Lhad a inttle bottle of water
and 2 1ag. 50 you could wash your slate off and use it again. vaknow Coursc after we'd beenin schoolavery short while, we never carried the
water nor the rag around. we just spit on tne shite and wiped 1t off with.our sleeves and 1t was qust 3 good & new ™
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TEACHERS: THEIR ROLES, RULES, AND RESTRICTIONS
\ .

.
it Is quite possible that it was never intended by the good Lord that | should be a schoolteacher

At least not so soon after the tum of the Twentieth Century, when they were definitely n distingt N

specles ... Early in the 1900's, women teachers suffered most of the restrictions of nuns. with

none of the advantages they enjoyed  Nobody defined exactly what a teacher's place was, but

everyone knew she should keep jt

imagine a country schooll Usually there was
only an oki coal stove in the center of the room
for heat. A blackboard or two stood against
the wiest-wall with windows to the east Rows
of hardwood seats stuck to the floor and
around back were the outhousas’ one for the
boys and one for the giis. aithough the
homets did not care in which one they
daubed ther nesti

To say teaching conchtions were primitive s
an understatement From the opening of the
West after the Crvil War, miners, ranchers, and
Immigrants poured irto the mver vaileys. tra-
versed the plains, and chimbed the steep
mountain passes. They brought with them
saloons and dance hail giris, raifroads and coal
mines, coke ovens and general stores, but they
also brought their wives, who wartted some-
thing more than tent communities overflow-
ing with iquor and “falien angels ”

Women wanted schoois for their chiidren
Unlike the East. where churches were the first
community structures to be built, in the West,
schools took prionty The wives .ealized they
were at the edge of civilization and the faster
they brought culture and decorum to the
boont areas of the West, the sooner they
would-feel at home instead of feeling lost In
some fane wocds outpost 1n the 1and that
God

In southem Nevada schools had interesting
beginnings The mining metropolis of Rhyolite
was no exception Harold Weight states

Rhyolite’s schoo! system was
started, according to Feter A Busch,
at the first town meeting—heid ina
frame tent when the town was only
a few hours old A minér n back
said ‘See here boys, If we're going
to have a camp that will win, we got
to have a schoo! | got three kids
wild as burros and | want to get
nhem in schoot” A school district
was organized that fall but county
funds were unavailabie until after a
school census ‘was to be taken
months 1n the future So Rhyuhte
raised funds by subscniption. dona-
tons, dances and the box socials
Schooi  was temporanly  discon-
unued at the end of Apnl 1907,
when Miss E Lourse Presser had to
take her vacaton from Rhyohte
‘Miss Presser has had the work of
three teachers dunng the past few
months,” the Herald explained, the
Q@ enroliment reaching near 90, teach-

3 l: mcmg half the pupils in the morning
§

Maude Frazier
Autobtography, Nevada {

and the rest in the aternoon The
nenous strain was more than she
could bear’-Pat of the strain just
might have been the expenence of
having the rew first schoolhouse
"biown off by its pins’ in September
1906 by cne of Rhyolte’s infamous
winds ‘it was the most unkindest
cut of ail, after the trouble over the
‘stant of <chool, moumed the Herald
But the school was restored to its
foundations and education
proceeded
The stereotyped role of the country school-
teacher 1s the single fernale schcolmarm In
fact. maie teachers were much preferred i the
early schools, part'y because of raditon and
partly because it was thought that they aic ne
could " control the large farm boys who
attended school only In winter Women were
employed primarnily to teach tn the spring and
summer terms when only smaller chidren
were In schoo! According to Wayne £ Fulier,
N 1871, 52% of Nebraska teachers and 47 2%
of Kansas teachers were men
There were more women than men availa-
ble to teach. however, especiaily in the mining
camps. and because Of this. salanes were
unequal In 1880 male teachers inKansas were
paid about $6 50 more permonth, in 1914 they
were paid $1700 more In Nebraska in 1914,
men were paid $2189 more a month than
women
In spite of the low wages., women, ke
men, were drawn o the West and the new
frontiers of bonanza wheat farms and sprawi-
ng gold camps Usually teachers came from
the East. with their steamer trunks, therr petti-
coats. and even a parascl of two! Of these
hundreds of teachers who dedicated therr
hves to educating the chidren of itaban min-
ers, Mexicar: laborers. German farmers, and
Scottish ranchers, a few have become living
legends
Ruth Bradley Witkinsor. armved in Tempite,
Nevada, dressed 1n a fioppy picture hat and
silk stnckirgs As she peered down the road
and saw nothing but terrs, she sensed she
wasn't exactly dressed the pant One of those
tents was her home and her school, equipped
only with a cot and a stove She ate up atthe
boarding house, one woman and forty-five
men Because she, of course, wore dresses, it
alvays was a bit awkward scrambling for a
place & the table To take a shower Miss
witkinson had to ge down to the mill While
nside. a man would stand watch so that no
one would take a peek at her Then they

would post a man on the *vatcher {0 make
sure he didn't take a peek -

That first night there, 1t started to rain a littie.
She was a bit homesick and “felt funny” so she
went up o the boarding house where ev-
eryone visited and sang By the tme she got
back to the tent. it was raining harder --the
tent was leaking, and she spent the night
mowving her cot around. trying to find a dry
spot to sleep

In 1909, Esma Lewis boarded the train in
Dongola. llhinois. and at the age of 19, lek
home for the first tme to teach school at the
mouth of Divide Creek near Siit. Colorado She
stayed with a member of the school board
and his family To this day. Mrs Lewss
remembers the sharp, lonely howls of coyotés
whose yips wotld roll across the mesa on
cnisp. clear mooniit nights

Mrs Lewss taught for sixty years in Garfiekd
County Ltke countless other country scheg!
teachers. she came INto a new country ang
somehow never left In VWoming. there’s @
saying about attractive single female school-
teachers "Once they get off the rain—they
never get back on!”

By the time the plains were open to -ettie-
ment, the schoolmarm was aiready an estab-
hshed feature of Anfncan education As eartv
as 1845, Cathanne” Beecher daughter of a.
prominent New England family of educatcvs
and clergymen. calied for the recrutment of
women nto the teaching profession Her
highly influental pamphiet, “The Duty of
American Women to Therr Country,” decried
the shontage of teachers on the frontier and
predicted that men would never fill the gap it
15 WOMAN who 15 to come 1 at this emer-
gency and meet the demand Woman, whom
experience and test:ng have showr to be the
best, as well as the cheapest. guardian and
teacher of childhood ™ By the hundreds and
later by the thousands. American women-~
especially those of New Engiand—answered
the call of Miss Beecher

Jhere were others reasons for women to
“answer the cail” “In my home town.” said
Elsie Petsel Hallock, in The Sway of the Schoal
Bell. published by Answorth. Nebraska
Reured Teacher's Association.

the only highly respectable jobs for
giis after they graduated from high
school were nursing, teaching, of
clerking 1n a store Since my dad ran
4 general store, anc since | was
somewhat famiar  with  that,
clerking waouldn't be any fun, and
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RULES FOR TEACHERS
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Fra;;ccc Johnson in the doorway )
of Hargreaves School, Wyoming. c. 1811 Slate Creek School, Colorado. c. 1894

by the ume Id completed my
normal training 10 high school |d
<4l he too young to go into nurse’s
trasming | was going to be
respectable and was going toearna
Iving So | became a teacher

Theretore in the fall of 1924 | began
teaching school I the  James’
Drstnct about ten miles nortn of
Noraen Nebraskd

I had a rocm to myself with a cur-
tain for a Aoor and a kerasene lamp
for ight upstairs Far a mattress tick
ing had been blled with freshly
mowed hay As myghts got coider
left the :mprint of my body deep In
the hay The fanther | could snuggle
down inthe hay the warmer it wds
s0 1N the mormings | was careful not
to smaoth eut the impnnt of my
body—the deeper the derit the bet-
1 The kerosene l4rmn never had
very much o in it a hint | sup-
pose that | shouldn't have a ight on
very fong
There were a few play parties’ that
winter  The kitchen wouid be
cleared of furniture and the young
neighborhoed people would come
n for games We would sing and
circle around In 4 manner to con-
df‘"n with the words When ayoung

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

felow wented o take me lo
another party at another home. |
wasn't permitted to go. so | didn'
ask permission again

T get to the schoothouse we rode
a wooden wagon pulied by two
friendly horses. although the grey
one had a physical handicap and
was mentally disturbed. too It
wasn't exactly warm siting up on a
wooden seat 10 sub-zero tempera-
tures for the three-mile drive That
was the proper place for the teacher
to sit—Dbeside the dnver We crossed
a lush hay meadow whete In the
spnng of the year we could hear and
see groi'se and pramre chickens puf-
fing ow eir necks and booming
dancing. and stampmg around thei
chosen friends Once in a while a
coyote would be se~n, and | learned
to distinguish between the sona of
a male and female meadowlark

Of course the schooihouse was a
smali, one-room, oblong affar with
a door 1n the south that didn't quite
fit or keep out the wind and
weather The room had a round
stove In the center There were Six
windows—three on the east and
three on the west Naturally the
children faced me at my desk, irithe
north. placed a littte to the left of

center {it was my understanding
that that was where the teacher’s
desk was suppose to stay| The
children were used 10 having therr
two-seater desks—with hinged
seats—the way they were They
couldn't be moved There were two
other Iittle two-seaters at the ends of
two paths out behind the schook
house furnished with iast season’s
Sears catalogs

Lunches were taken 1o school intin
syiup pails and red rectangular
Union Leader pipe lobacco boxes
with handles My lunch pail was 4
farly new gallon-sized pail When
the lunch boxes were opened at
noon, the odor of escaping mole-
cules was sometimes Qquite
overpowering The sulphur smeit of
deviled eggs fighting with that of
the occasional onion 1 a hury to
escape tight fitting buckets encour-
aged us to get out In the arr of the
playground as soon as possible after
lunch
it was quite usuai for teachers’ pay to
include room and board with the teacher
shuttied from home to nuné wsually sleeping
with one or more of the children She stayed
iongest where there was the greatest number
of chidren and frequently the least room and
food,
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Old Schoolhouse in Glencoe, Wyo.

Lving i a single bedroom was not one of
the specified ruies, it was an eCoNo ™' FeCes:
sity  Such restnctions left little room for free-
dom Ore ad not take the hberty cf
enteraining fiends nor undertaking any noisy
activity In someone else’s private home The
room was simply a place to retire after a day's
work at school During the depression, it was
unthinkable for a couple of young women 1o
e In an aparment where they could enter-
tain as they pleased

Phoebe Nater wrote in Koshapan of her
Nebraska experences

Frigid winter weather brought more
problems  The kitchen door was
sealed shut i below zero weather
and an army blanket was draped
owver the door and tacked m places
to keep the door covered and the
cracks around the door sealed over
1o keep out the cold The only other
possibie door avaiiable in the house
10 the outdoors was the one in the
teacher's bedroom This door was
warped out of shape, just jJam it at
the bottom as far as it would go
shut it lacked four inches a the top
of being closed The docr hung with
icicles and heavy frost. but that did
not matter

Perhaps country school teachers had to
contend with poor living conditions because
they were sO young In his article on “Country
School Teaching ori the Sod-House Frontier.”
Wayne E Fuller states. “Both the Kansas and
Nebraska school laws required that teachers
be at least sixteen years old before they began
to teach, but it was not uncommon for them
to begin at fifteen or even younger, panicularly
in the 1870's when the demand for teachers
outran the supply But even at the tum of the
century and into the early 1900's, Kansas and
Nebraska country schoolteachers were
remarkedly young S0 rapdly did they enter
and leave the profession that their teaching
careers. usually cut short by matnmony, were
over by the time they were twenty “ As late as

1919 a Nebraska study showed that the
median age of that state’s schoolteachers was
only twenty-one

An adverisement was placed in the
Tonopah, Nevada "Bonanza” in 1901 that
stated they had 20 applicants for the position
of teacher Howeveri they were especially
looking for an “old maid” because she wouls
probably teach the term out and there would
be no danger of her getuing married in Camp
The Reno paper picked up on the story and
addressed an item 10 the “Three Old Mads of
Reno ™ urging them to . pply for the job N
hopes that they might be able to marry one of
ihe Tonopah milionaires

As humorous as this may sound, most
teachers dig not marry millionaires, and life
was not all that glamorous in some of the

Phote Courtesy of Amevican Heritage Centor, Unsv. of Wyonung

isolated areas of the West In 100 Years on the.

Muddy A L Hafner discusses the problems of
keeping teachers ir; Moapa Valley, Nevada
There were many teachers brought
in at the turn of the century, but therr
efforls were in vain because of the
meanness and trickery played on
them by the students The teachers
stayed on the average of two or
three months Or fess untl John
Croshy came “Johnny Buil’ was 2
nickname given” fwm by the
students He was a large, athietic.
muscular man, and was the only
one that was able to control the
students or scare them into learning
Male teachers in Nebraska aiso had to be
quick with their fists as well as their wits Frank
Grady recalled some features of studert
disapline

The first teacher 10 Raymond school
[Nebraska] was run out by the Loys,
who used stores as weapons of
assault The second met the same
gang, but when he had soundly
thrashed one boy, and the youth's
father coming to take up the dattle
shared the same fate. the reign of
terror ended abruptly, and 2 new

-

25

- ———




D .
DIV PR

This is one of the leiters wnitten by Mabel Townsley to her good
friend Helen Myers. Mabl taught in a rural school near Hart-
ford, South Dakota, 1899 .o 1900.

ffegzuatg 17, 1900

&‘ma Dear Hoben:

g'm to Aave “S K’ g)og.oug" and g" wciaes on ‘Mi n's

g pe xe nglo

an‘luia” g&)m’t you come? U.Vw children clamaored fom a “g)iﬂngw." Butas I
couwfdn’t M one that suited me, we'fll Rave JU,AL P&xin sfuagin’, 9. enj.agtd
haim'nﬁ the goun?deu imnwm%.

9 on.fﬁ Been Lo taws ance ar twice since C’de!mm and the Pwapach rO'L
tomoriow are my.

Sul. @‘.’ . Qwapula are cafd, Bt Vmpafuf. g’m to gat wadg ta had the
r«ul necbor thal pusses. Lyou see, g want same 1ed, White and Blue faay?\umdaﬂ.

%0 9 have a 9oad excuse rcw my anxieht, {o gal to town It ruine the Randwuti

of an expul to Rave to use Ria &11.'!. a [ag&, a cg\aii, orta sﬂaq,fcu a desk. g don't
febicve I can eder Wule mzuwl(., n.

Cﬁ ro'v. the matler, 9'm a’p'uud 9'm ?oaing off my ambitian ﬂxleg”, fo-L 4d
can'l fom m”uq’ ta read on Wule amdmmﬂ wWorthwhile. U-Vw da” al school gaes
as w.fudpg as it used to When 9 Was the sange tnalead of the fadfe. (ﬁgf
considerable pude in- geinﬁ abl to say thes, fat the &ml du:’ Was a whale manth
&’_"ﬁ' and the decrease n &nﬂm Ras Been wgufa-L and ?uxduag. ery 3aaduup.
:J gﬂn, when &uu a'clack comaes, g have a wmfunﬂ game nf lag With the chifdren
(»qucﬁ a&«?aﬂa mak: . me wondex at m#uq ); af)&i my gmdﬂnﬁ (ami ounmnumé
my thumb ); sWeep my duahJ fettle wom; cfose the sﬁuﬂeu, fack the doon,
shoulder my dinnex fuue, and sing oul. Jhus fast expression s nol meant gn
Jam{.}; il is duuipluh uf my gml When I reach Rame, 9 scrub fm. anfourina
wam 8 de?ma Belo-? jera, With Raad, ahu}f wWaler. fo this time, il is nm'v.fy
supper line. a’fln this meal, Where J eat enaugﬁ ‘P..l a man, thewe is onf# an
hour avan Rour and o w unbil Bedlime (8:30). 9)10&, 9 fave wad °¥ men
wha huve aequined two or thrce Yanguaguatlﬂa ale ugwenxl”add minulesa da”
9 have )MAL wad an tMPum.g accaund in a Sumia” Schaal pape of a poor
gaauupu wWha Became aa,«wbnaluxafld g}*&h‘dmmﬁg wde (orandfwm Ris
Business, JRese stories Rave made an imprassion an me, But it was too deep;
gwuﬂki on depression.

JRat four and o Vw¢. wmicu‘iou.se” sel aside &w Gervmanand (Z.?meuon,,
uguﬂcudaday,ﬂ” nmgaﬁuu slories and }’amlm, which Qaimf” l"“;} {o w{waﬁa
camlf»ul nalute, gbmaﬂmmu‘wd. {oa, fcw iggem’tbm‘ﬁbmis fittle school
hich is ab feast nol difficull ta contral, and for Which I do not Rave to ok at
Rome, MMW w”aod-fcw-nolﬁin?o&u« it, what Wifl 9 cder amount lo in

ajun%uapondg&'mﬂbow?
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Mabel Townsley

- aﬂd. gracous %ﬂ&(' G“ade EDw,ml' whee 1 yous pm‘:echon' ."In the
same Bunch With your hiumfagani inhraduchicn lo the “Oarsk gcnl&nwn,”
camaz a fleller fﬂmm :}Ca&n 5muﬁ, con!uuuﬂ to the pomiuous allentions of a
8aldheaded famlﬂu' Cfml .(Bam owns up to twla'! (fm{ Shewsa s n‘wdinﬁ under
the m.ma wo: with the young man of the town' Laor nuz' %’m” cavafier
considered pumuq f’ma% squa&yud and isl gany Jeuschwunden g (‘o&i you about
my fod&-:’mﬂo&i Backhelor With the gaad faxm, dudn’t ."I? j’(o«? g wode lo

ing up na w With Rim the ﬁul time .q eder saw him? ﬂCwQ the
next week Re mquuud of? v Love «fg Rad company to the concest the next
n&gm. and Row he called al the school hcuse that maung (in a clean comu) lo
nﬁn Vumu@" It was the next lo the fast mg"\l o¥ school gafou (,Dﬁ-ziaimm wd
Kadlomaﬂam”auuus.——andpwmdumga&! )
9 wan nda:’ Wo Weeks ago. I had wached lown fat the rcul time wn thice
weebs, and on ten munules nolice, Y Went up lo(i’mdcpuwlo allend a meal'm? nfm‘
Slah Y ‘(D (D Cf (aom, nfv\lﬂicﬂ 9 am rOta Pres. fom next year. g slaﬂed aver
Sunda? .,ql swemed sa 30041 to Be amang sludenls aﬂa&n eden those of Rastife
colors. Jvﬂe three jctulfaul go&a wha are uulmﬂn? schoal there Wee Wild aver
mmg someone {wm Rame.
‘ :n’u sﬁaap awe mngtn? thi 'mluzahng now. J here are thwee Runded on
maow, and !ody ru!e new fambs. J‘ga men —— aong ag them, Rave lo slcu(’ up off
ni?i\l to take care of the Babics. iﬂ?w” giu\? the weak ones un lo warm them, and it
sounds fife o Ruman nursery. @m m?y\b thewe Wee faum famBs in the Bitchen.
¢ .
J'\ly‘%»har«n conced. Mo ene s&fdmuxﬁ(ﬂdmﬁm
Jhe hildren are gcﬁumu\? {o shoul so 9 slnp
0

Q Mo Moot Sod%, Mabef.

; o
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respect for the school was
established

[Ancther teacher] J W Kems
used 1o pull up the window and spit
2 gia.of tobacco juce Clean down
to Man Street . The discipline on
the whole was prettygood  There
were no high-faloating laws, and
the teacher could whale the very
devit out of you if it woulld 21d in you
brnging {sic) to ume

[Ancther teacher] was aiready inthe
school on New Years Day, and they
threw bamstone—suiphur | reckon
it's called—down the chimney and
srmoked him Out, getting possession
of the premises  Quite a percen-
tage of the big feillows cons:dered
the teacher PUblic Enemy Number
One The worst thing of all was
when the parents took up the battie
of the kids  That happened quite
ofen and they vowed that if the kids
coudnt put the teacher oL, they
would They usually got the worst of
i, howwever
in the instarce of the McCarthy School.
Distnict 29 in Washington County, Nebraska,
the teacher found it difficutt confrolhng the
seventy-five studerts The larger boys. who
normaily would be fammng, attended dunng
the winter season The teacher was dnvenout
Jimmy Van Duesen in taking his place laid a
gun across the top of his desk and said, “Boys.
I'm here for business—to teach” He had no
trouble Neither did Charles Wertz of Richland
He frequentty took leaves of absence from his
schoo! to Join cattle drives, to hunt horse
thieves, 1o serve as a payroll courier, andtojoin
posses searching for criminals Meanwhile, he
continued to attend coliege
in Wyoming the younger country-school
teachers were the butt of pranks by the older
children and young men of the distnct One
teacher had recently had her hair bobbed, and
the students, to tease her placed the floor
mop upside down and addressed the mop by
the teacher’s name
One teacher walking in the ranch yard in
her best clothes, was foped by a cowboy and
dragged nto a rnudhole  Two boys invited
another teacher for a pancake breakfast where
they added rags to the baver and ol 12 the
Coffee
On occasion 3 spunky @acher would fight
back At one ranch the hired men would sneak
into the teacher’s room and te her clothes into
hard knots Come morning she had to shp into
bonowed clothes, overalls usually, to get (o
the school The teacher retaliated by dumping
an entire can of starch into the wash water fGi
the huwred men's long johnsi
Yet the teacher was expected to be the
¢y e of al knowledage, (o be ever resourre-

FR]Cmeere. and cowageous When a patron

A 7o Provided by ERIC

The Diary of Anna webber:
Early Day Teacher of Mitchell
County .

Edited by Lia Gravatt Scrimsher

Introdhuction

Anna Webber was born in Brecken
rcige: inow Lyon) county. September 16,
1860, the daughter of willlam Ellsworth
and Thankful Delila webber Economic
circumstances forced the family to leave
Kansas shortly after Anna's birth They
moved 1o lowa where Anna's mother
died and her father remamed In 1872
the family returned 10 Kansas, settling in
Center township of Mitchell county The
county had been organized in 1871 and
was settled rapidly in the following years

In the spring of 1881, Anna Wehber

passed the teachers examinations
siven in Beloit, and was hired 10 teach
the district school lying adiacent 1o the
litle settlement of Blue Hill Center town-
ship The term was for three months. May
through July

During the term Anna conscientiously
kept a diary 1t 1s here bublished, with
original spelling and punctuation
maintained x

Reprinted i part from Kansas Historical Quar
oy Vol 38 1972 Topeka Kansas State His
mysml Sox ety 1072
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@.‘.‘m”' :f"ua o the next lo the Yua“ Weel

nf my school O, Y dread to have the fast

du.” come ;qltﬂut Sour. Dehool s oud
fox thes du(cf ’

(mla”. Mattie came up Wk me al noon,

and s[tayed off the aflesnoon fex and d

aw going down o Mo Cfndeuum the

t\\Q ‘1\(1(1 (D()n\fluﬂﬂ (lﬂ(uﬂ

edening ."‘l does nol seem neat as tonesome,
ot dull sunce she has come W went 1o
Sunda g)cgnuf i uah'uhu’, undjwm the e
lo e t a‘.\muws -(“;uud‘l&:)uh .

goung foms there, than al any lime since Y
&n\?e Been hew 7[\)»1 flad qm‘u a pfeuuml
time, Igw‘a didn't hade any dinner :”'yww )
a piena next 5(1&(1‘104‘.,. and 9 woul like to
ge. ful .‘l don't fnow whethen !‘! can o1 nol
4 Rave to many t1ons in the Fw Y dont
have Kaq' the time .‘I could use, o1 !l seems
that Way

mel mow

:’.uculat,, ﬁ‘uf” 19
Now 4’ 4 dont Rave my ﬂands yuﬂ’ 4
neder dud ot Ge ps_my ﬁuu‘ua gua:., .:K‘ml
cumpaﬂq aﬂtun :‘»Kuut’ Rds gwn un aw
da”. jau.w sance scp\uoz' was oul dam n
traable agan Y do Woh there Wus not so
mucﬁ qua 1Fm -"’ could fave so mucﬂ maowe
pfaaauw Wl ot s fate and 4 must go
down f';:xfwcl Ww” wilf B v\?ulmﬂ supper
fai me o fwmlm A ofd schoof-house
%l\"adtumhu’. AMY” 20
S he wind Blows so hard ‘pus maining
.“‘( affmast lakes a persons Greath. i dont
Bnow what Wi Become of Kansas Yt
eems av\?ruf fad o But mu”ga id will be

off uﬂ"’\‘. yel Well d was 30 warm and
dcmﬂ'uwag‘!a that 4 dismussed school a btthe
uflat thce (fnd as watm as . ."‘ flave to
Wash the edenung So Y had Belter don my
Bonnet and hee me down lo the vv)aaf\-hcg. so
as lo ﬂel “’nuuﬂ"\ ay soen as Puu.%
:fﬂuudu”. (‘:’uyc, 21,
I s nice and coal thes maning. gul 4
do nat ﬁnu_w‘ how f’unf’ £y alu:’ so, 1Wff the
sun 3'1‘3 a fittle ﬂcﬂ“u. 4 ﬂped Yo uler-
du” made lﬁmﬂa fook '$rown’ and .“’ﬁ’
declae ;f"[ Wasn 't .muf’t, wolled lpnouqﬁ
.7(;1115’ 0 hee luda” .(ﬁm\ Q\'t‘&u‘g ‘Wem
thes Ras feen a nice da”. rax aff ot Ras Been
Waim Yt cpoudmﬂ up fot a wan, and Y
do Vmpa We wll gel It} e need ain so
gad. e\h” lp\mf’ n' m'nup” Buned ugp, @.
dear thes o5 a haxd Pﬂxcc 1o five. thas J&nm
1A 9 wander What in the Wold w‘iﬂ’guﬂmc
or aff uf ua, al\"n‘a” }
:"udu”. (E;uf’” 22.
“! have nm?” fmu du:'s mow uf uﬂouf.
It s coal and pfcumut thes momung 9 am
saty sehoofl 1s s0 near out. w.e “?Raw o
.u“lu?) the Wom thes ederung, (nt thee 18
P'“’“""“"ﬁ frexe 5unda” (fnd Y have to
vion, and 3&[ wad” fo'-. the puernue temoraow.
 had a nice schoof thes fuummm. Bul il Was
nof s0 pﬂvasun( thes nflﬂmozm Hhadlo gaaP
1o schalars thes e\?amng. and that s not ok
Y dud f()‘l '?wm. the futtl rwscals Jmaﬂ” ;fg
donl "‘u“ﬂ fas(u Y went 9&" ﬁaqm” ok
done
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came to school and vvanted 1 krow how to
measure the amount of hay in a stack the
teacher had better find the answer

A teacher soon leamed that if a snake
appeared in the schoolyard the Stuation had
to be atended 10 immediafely As the landlady
where a teacher stayed remarked. "It & teacher
hasn't enough sense and know-how to kil
the snake, she had better go back where she
came from it 1s 20 rniles to the closest doctor
and death would arrive first”

According to Maude Linstiom Frandsen.
who taught n rural scrools near Brighton,
Cniorado, hea'th problems were the responsi-
bility of the teacher “if a tooth needed to be
pulled, a sticker removed. a broken fingemail
cut. or a stomach was up-set, the teacher rose
to the occasion Epidemics could produce a
disastrous stuation A chiid came to school
with arash Since the child hved near, the child
was sent home with a note Within the hour
the child and the mother were back The
mother said, If Susie has a disease, she caught
1t here at school wil stay here  The child
was kept isolated for the rest of the day That
#vening the teacher drove to the County Seat
to report the case 10 the Heaith Officer The
doctor immediately dreve o the home of the
chiick and took care of the situation Such INGi-
dents could cause tension in the
teacher-parent relationship In the case men-
toned, the child had scarlet fever and was the
daughter of the President of the School Board
Fortunately, no other chid contracted the
disease ™

The pupiis were t0 be k2pt sate Wnen a
three-day snow storm magde s appearance.
the chiidren were kept in the schoolhouse
until help came The teacher followed a fence
fcr one mile to the nearest fammhouse to get
bread and butter for the children During a
storm, a fire had to be kept buming night and
day. and the ittie chidren had to be com-
forted away from home

Mr Robert {. Conger from Neraska
recalied the many dals 4
teachers:

f‘u

Julian Rainey

N

The teacher, aside from being
teacher, vvas counselor. mediator,
nurse, judge, jJry, disciphinanan, and
Jack-of-ali-uades He or she was
also the duly elected janttor This
included the housekeeping as well
2 starting and maintaining the hre

‘the coal stove On winter
s the temperature on the
aboir ke the outside
Aried 1o get there early
k} going before the

puplls amved Any teacher, worth
his or her salt. was enterprising
enough 1o incorporate some of the =
Janitor work into therr discipline
program
Teachers had to be creative and innovative,
for often they had very hitie with which *o
work Pupiis sat on crude benches or or: the
floor and studied in thetr laps or rough tabies,
The teacher's desk anc  nair were either of
simular construction, or improvised from the
materals at hand One teacher sat on a nail
keg, at a desk made from an oid organ
Everybody realized a school needed 3
blackboard and where none was avaiabie—
presto, @ blackboard! In one case. t was a
throwboard from a canhusking wagon,
supported by stakes dniven :nio the floor, n
another the teachers breadboard Lacking
boards, the t.ackboard might be the top of a
black runk nailed to the wall, builder's paper
coated with soot and ol or even the
blackened surface of the heat:rg stove
For chalk the teacier improvised with soft,
white rocks, such as soapstone Some slate
pencils were available Many famities brougint
small slates and pencils with them from the
East, and they were also sold in the early
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School at Mason Valley, NV. c. 1889

stores “The teachers evidently had nerves of -~ ‘school stood on a hill—utterly naked and

steel,” sad Frances Humphrey of Nevada
“Can you imagine what it waould be like to
have forty slates in action?”

Lead pencils were 2 luxury In 1870 the only
one in tne vicinity of the Dixon County granary
schoo! was constantly borrowed by settlers
who kept 1t carefully wrapped i paper

Quill pens, made by the teacher or cider
students, were more common for wnting Ink
was variousty manufactured from pokeweed
bemes steeped in_water, from stove Sco!
mixed with ol o1l by itself, cr romcommercial
powder to which water was added The
ngerious teacher kept nk from freezing by
burying 1t in the ashes from the stove Or in
sand

Studying out loud was common practice —
in fact some considered the child who made
the most noise the best student Imagine the
pandemonium with studiec at all levels in all
subjects go:ng On simultanecusty Add to this
the fact that they were often taught to sing
multiphcation tables o the tune of “Yankee
Doodie” and # seems a miracle that %arning
proceeded But proceed it did

Local school boards did not help marters
much. with therr tght-fisted approach to
education and the purchase of much neeled
textbooks and supphes

Harvey M Sietten of Ft Ransom, North
Dakota remernbers almost not being rehired
because, as the farmer wth whom he
boarded put it, “The board reckons as how yer
a fair to middin’ teacher, but you've burmed
Jest 100 demed much coal this winter”

Usnten rpponed “a tinge of bittemess

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

exposed 1o fngra winds ”

The farmer admitted that “the younguns
hawve all leamed to read tolerably well-but
you've burned jest too dern much coal this
winter That burldin’ of yourn 15 as drafty as
long-handies underwear with the trap door
down It always takes some more Coal. but
nothin’ Itke you bumed up "

But the farmer liked Haney, so he did a little
investigating in Paradise Schoo! District 10
Eady County that spring of 1933 Both he and
Harvey were happy when the farmer came in
one day and announced, “\eli yer hred back!
Seems as how the feiler that hauled coal to yer
school got a mite hght fingered. Part of each
Ioad went into his own ¢oal shed at home ”

Despite stirgy schoolboards, drafty schools
and a defintte lack of matenals, “The teacher
made the school™ 1s a comrmon reaction to the
question “Did you get a good education?”
Leaming seem: to have takenplace in the kind
of environment most educators can onlytheo-
nze about today ore of trust and confidence
The students were eager to leam, and the
teachers feit they had something to give the
students

Pecple attached much mportance to
education and wanted 1t for their children So
the person to whom they entrusted ther
children was a cuitural leader In the
community There was an nterest i
everything she did or said or wore, especialiy if
she were a stranger Those that hved in the
community came to become 4 kind of
commurity fixture She was rmponant to the
whole community not just tc the children iy
school

34

Neil Twitchell, who attended rural schools
in Nevada, says.
By far the most important part of my
experience was the relationship
between the studerits and the

teachers  the closeness  of the
whole community | think that prob-
ably would summarnize the best part
of going to school in Delamar And
I'm sure you'd find that in almost
any of the lttle communities
throughout our nation I'm sure it
wasn't matenials  I'm sure itwasn't
the remendously higher caliber of
teachers they had because we nght
now have some tremendous
teachers with far better preparation
than the teachers who  some of
them just nad high school educa-
110ns of just a year of college and yet
they did a tremendous Job  And !
think a lot of 1t had to do with just
plain old human relations that took
piace—the interaction—the
feelings—and the willingness
* » *

Matenal from this section not othenwise
cated came from staff members Charles
Johnson, Denver. Colorado, Philip Brown,
Brookings, South Dakoia. Caroline Hatton,
Edgemont, South Dakota, Dr Warren Henxe,
Bismarck, North Dakota, Jim Dertien
Bellevye, Nebraska. Dr Emest Grundy,
Keamey, Nebraska, Milton Riske Cheyenne,
WAoming, Robert Barthell, Fowell, Wyoming,
Jessie Embry, Provo Utah, Nancy Cummings,
Las Vegas, Nevada, Dorothy Ritenour Las
Vegas, Nevada
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All went well and many students
attended and recetved their elemnentary
education Sadness struck in the winter
of 1888, when a severe blizzard raged on
the prairies .

The almost treeless praific was
covered with a thuck blanket of loose
snow even on that famt morning, myr
ads of snow flakes were genily faling
The moming dawned, but the sun, as
though not willing to ook on that fatal
moming. was hid behind a dark wall ot
clouds

The morming chores were humedly
done snd preparations were made tohe
off v -chool, The teacher games P2 Col
ton? who boarded at the Albrecht home
saic! when he left for school thatmorning
“t hope you bovs will not be absent”
Mother all morming  nsuncnvely el
depressed and wished that the bovs
stay home The fathersaw noting unus
ual In the weather condiions and
thought it well for the bovs to go

The younger chid, Peter 1 Albrecht
consented to stay at home aithough the
thought that he was left behind in his
school by his classmates made him
soymewhat sad At about eleven oclock,
the heavens became a httie cearer, but
he sat longingly by the window looking
toward the schoolhouse Mother, who
seemingly read s thoughts sal My
child. i really wish your brother was here
with you 1 feel soiacthing i my heart |
don't know what it 15 Farher was busvy
outsk e

Suddenly the house was idled with
darkness and the whizzing sound ot
myriads of snowflakes that were danc
g through the atr 1o the music of the
great nogthwest wind atmost deateningg
Preter rushed 1o the door, but saw nothing
but a solid wall of moving snow whicn
blinded the eves Mother was excited
After some time, father rushed in and
after regaimngd Fus breath sad, "The hke
has not vet been expenenced™ fhe
stormn was ncreasing and the mercury
was falling Mother sebhied “Oh, where is
- my Chikd”” Evening came andd with pass
Ing twilight e storm increased
. After a -estless night the morning
dawned Though the fury of the storm
was somewhat gione, it was stll drifting
and very unpleasant Quite early. the
tather 100K the dinner panl and hurned off
10 the scroalhouse As he opened the
door. he saw the teacher standing ol
alone. After a few moments, the fatner
- agked “where is lohn” The teacher
-feplied that yesterday they tried toggot0a
chose neighbor for the nistht and five of
the pupils got separated from the other
- pupdls, and werc not heard from since.,
among thern was John

Soon the neighbothood w08 aroused
and a hunt for the unfoftunate was
hegun Bus on account of the fierce wing
-] drifting sSnow rud much was done
I: Q  ; which was still very cold and

| “MS[]H np\\e E
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rough, the hunt was continued Soon tra

s of thelr racks were found, but they
~00n were lost in the snow drifts Here
and there it was plainly seen that five
weres walking sicle by side, but again the
tracks of only three were seen No doubt
the two small boys were carried by the
larser ones

The third day, a ckear Sunday, people
went 1o church in hope's of finding traaces
of the lost ones Mr Goertz, who lived
about five miles south of Marion, saicl that
his boys found on the meadow five child
ren frozen, but they knew not 1o whorm
they belonge«l Soon the father . of the
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unfortunate ones were on the way 1o the
meadow When they ot there, they
were horror stiicken, haedly able 1o
move, for they saw thelr own chikdren
frozen like eattie of the fickd One fatherin
agony of his soul cried out “Oh, God, 18 it
mine or thine fault thar 1 ind my three
hoys frozen ke the beaste of the field?

sSoon they were fald side by side into
one grave in the SalemZion cemetry to
rest in peace

BLIZZARD OF 18H8 from Turner County
South Dakota Pioneer History py B
Albrecht
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and heart sore Peder had drop

into the seat He felt utterly sick and weary of

. evenything. All the eyes back of him pricked his neck like pins. Directly in front of him hung the

- blackbnard: at the iop of it was written ina

utiful hand, 'This is an American school; in work

- and play alike we speak English onlyr He read the commandment ti.ice. a feefing of shame
 come over himvand he slunk even lower in his seat >

[y

- Dunng the nineteerth and twenteth cen-
. DMy, many immigrants came to the United

States in search 0. freedom and opportunity .

- Many hoped to eam a fortune and then retum
-t the homeland Others planned to stay and
. stait a new life Nearty ail found the new
. country difficult to adapt to, the dream of the
meiting pot where ait nationaities blended
nto one was quite often a myth, especially for
hose who came from Southem Europe, Asia.
Afnca, Mexico, =nd Sourh Amenca These
- groups. along with the Amencan indians.
were frequently discnminated aganst
because they were different than the Northem

. Europeans
L Utah’s immugration pattern was much hke
the rest of the United States The early Mor-
mons who came to Utah were ether from
eastem United States or recent comerts fiom
and Nonhern Eurcpe Although
Pese exly mempers of the LDS Church
intialy were considered outside the Amegcan
manstream, once the Amencanmzation of
Lrah 100k place, the Mormons became the
wanguard of the Amencan dream  They
cepted the natioralist code winch swept
the United States after the 1800's that new
foreigners should adapt themsehves 1o Amern-

ca's lifestyle
One way that the new immigrants could
change theyr hfestyle and become Amencan-
@ed was 1o attend schoo! The educational
sytemn in the United States helped in the pro-

L tion..in Enghsh . and 10 US  history,
] . and cukure ” The schools also
[ awempted to make the immigrants conform to
. _Amencan characterstics ”

t  Athough most schoots offered instruction
for chuidren i grades fust through eghth,
. there were vanaugns on the theme as immi-
2 parents came to lean the languane in
- e winter when farm aork had slackened off,
Woorers woulld come. hiat i hand, to stand at
- g -back of the room and iisten to English
- Children accepted these older pupis as they
sccepied most evenything else For most new-
- comers. the schools were valuable language
- oerwers Once the chyldren could speak Eng-
_#ish they ook their nevwy language skills home
"and taught ther younger brothers and sisters
* and thew parerts One Slav woman explained
.ghe wahie of school in helping the whole

- ¢ess of Amencarnzation by gving “mnstruc-

From Peder Victorious
by 0. E Rolvaag

good I was harder if you don'thave
kids. but f you have kids you could
pick it up from them, toG ™ N
tearning English was the first ste 3 in the
Amernicanization process Many immigrants’
parents were withng to let their children take
the step, but they did not wart them to lose

*  the native tongue Stella Pappa remembered

that her teacher in Hiawatha, Utah, got after
her and her friends for speaking Greek When
the teacher questioned the mother, she told
© o that it was the teacher’s responsibility to
English Margaret Williams Torkelson. a
L erin a two-room schoo! in “Little Ger-
many” 1in Logan. Utah, explained how this
attitude created praplems
There was a real problem with the
parents who wanted their children
to learn to read in Enghish but to
speak” only German in the home
They thought the discipline was too
lax—not strict ke 1t was in the old
country
Sometimes the cases were so difficult that
studerts who could not pass the Enghish 1Q
test were considered mentally retarded and
heid back in school Still, immugrant parents
wanted therr children to preserve part of their
fanguage. hentage, and culture The (neeks,
the Japanese, and the Serbians set up their
own schools for their chiidren
Nebraska immigrants also had difficulties
Carl H Peterson, borm in 1868, intervewed for
a WPA prgject remembers
father used to come to schooi
quie often and tell me to go and get
the cattle off the neighbor's land
Sometimes father would come at
100 am and by the time | would
get the cows home it wouid be
noon and he would tell me, well it's
dinner ime, Now you might as well
herd the cows this aftemoon, then
you can go o school agan
omorrow S0 it wenk and the school
was a side issue it seemed The
reason the children would be called
on to get the cows off the
neighbor's land was this many
vmes if the parents would go after
cattle that were on the neighbor's
places, they dain’t want to get into
an argument with the neighbors, so
they would send the chiidren and
nothing was sai! in all, | went to
school three wanters and finished
the third grade
Vanious forces pushed ang putied
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immigrants from thewr native homeland tc the
northern plains Whatever their reasons—the
desire for a new home In a new country. the
promise of weaith, dissatisfaction with condi-
tons in the oid country, or personal
considerations—the mmigrants moved intc
North Dakota rapidly and in astonishing
numbers

in 1890, one year after statehoad, the foreign
bom -comprised 43 percent of the state’s
191,000 people The largest immigrant groups
at that tirne were the Norwegians with 25,700
people. 23,000 Canadians. 9.000 Germans,
8,000 from England and ireland, and 4.100
from Russia .

By 1910 the foreign hom and their children
made up 7! percent of the population, of
which the largest group were the Norwegians
with 125,000, closely foilowed by Germans
with 117000, abrut haif of whom were Ger-
mans from Russia At the end of the decade,
dunng which settiement of the state was
completed, the immigrants and their children
numbered 432,000 or 67 percent of the popu-
lation By this time, 1920, the Germans from
Germany and Russia were the most numerous
ethnic group

If the areas that various nationaliies settled
in North Dakata were coded on a map, the
final product would resemble a mosaic, but
the mosaic would require subtie shading and
detaii Swedes. Finns, a small colony of Symans
(who eiected near Ross the fist Musiem
mosque In the United States), Swiss,
Estornans. English, and others scattered
themselves throughout the state

The school was the institution that played
the mator role, directly or indirectly, in impart-
11g Amencan culture to immigrants in North
Dakota in the company of fellow nationals,
the immigrant obsened the customs of the
old country and spoke his native tcngue at
social gathenngs and in Church Business and
legal transactions requined an interpreter if
one’s knowiedge of the English language wias
insufficent  The immegrants could cling o
ther traditions and language. but their child-
ren were required to attend schootl. The school
placed the children in contact with other
nationalities and with a teacher who
nstructed them in the Enghish language ant
atempted to foster patriotism As the chikdren

Amencan manners, theirr parents
gradually abandoned their ancestral loyaities
Where the child went, the adult foliowed

Teachers frequently found the lcelandic
custems disturbing  lcelandic women

stained their onginal family name after mar-




nage, a practice some thought indecent The
icelanders’ C system, meaning thata
brother and sister had different surnames,
annoyed some teachers who did not appre-
ciate their ethnic traditions. icelandic custonms
celebraing Ash Wednesday included one day
similar to Halioween when chiidren wouid
coliect sweets from agults On Ash Wednes-
day i1 was customavy to play practical jokes,
the favorte being to pin a smali bag of ashes
to the back of 38 man’s coat or trousers, the
victim being unaware of his adormment Once
done to a digrufied teacher in a predorninantly
kelandic school. the pupils were severely
punished for a prank that, in their culture, was
accepiable humor
Conscientious  country  school  teachers
struggled to overcome handicaps to teach
Engiish to the immugrant children When the
“teacher couid nat speak the native tongue of
the young pupiis, an older student would
sometimes serve as an interpreter Sull, the lack
of a common language between teacher and
pupil was the major problem retarding the
chid’s educanonal progress As one former
student recalls in Thorstina Walters’ book,
Modem Sagas: The Story of icelanders in
North America:

In those pioneer days owr trouble

Q

was that we did not understand the
language of the textbooks

Frequently, when we asked the
teacher to explain the meaning of
words to us, he referred us to the
dictionary and there we found our-
seives entangled in a maze of words
that had no meaning © us

Memonzation and frequent repetition were
the methods commonly used to teach Eng-
ish In Frances Hitz's childhood horme, only
Czrech was spoken The lttle Englsh she
knew upon starting schooi came from her
older sisters and brcthers who aiterued
school before her and occasionally used an
English word Her first grade teacher, who had
come from a Norwegian immugrant family,
knew no Czech at all “How | managed to
learn to read, wiite, and think in English that
first year” she wrote, “i do not know ! memo-
nzed the Rose Primer unti! | knew each page
by heart, and to this day I can close my eyes
and see each page, the word or words, and
pictures that were abovethe words ”

Some accommodating teachers held spe-
cial evening sessions for aduits who wished to
leam to speak and read Enghsh Delrey Web-
ster instructed a 40-year-old Swede in English
dunng recess and often held spelling bees in
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the evening for adults who wished to sharpen:
therr language skills

Motnes of adult students were sometimes
more than purely academic Some of the
young maie homesteaders who attended
school hoped to improve their social life as
well as their English by dating the teacher. A
number were successful on both counts.
Many so-called “school marmms” became
“farm wives,” making mamage a prolific
source of Amencamization

Gladys Webster asserts that 26 different
nationalities or combinations therecf
attended school with her in Dunn County She
believes the children were motnated to leam
Enghsh so that they could communicate with
each other

But problems of language and ieaming
were minor compared with the problems of
forced conformity to Amenican traditions. One
of the misnomers that developed In the twen-
teth cerqury was that the immigrants werne
infenior and that Amernca was for
“Americans” —those people who were
diready n this country

Many misunderstandings resulted and
many school children who may have become
great successes were forever soured or school
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because of early confrontatioris with their
teacher And those who did adopt Amerncan
customs readily and spoke Enghish fluently
often came to disrespect thewr parents and the
ways of ‘the old country™

But if Amencanization praved difficult for
the milons of Europeans who swarmed Into
Amenca after the Civil War, it was even more
adficuk for the natnve American indians They
were truly caught between two culiures

in South Dakota, a 1913 law required that
incian children be included In the census
which put them under the compuisory attend-
ance law But in 1915, this law was repeaied,
servng to excuse indian children from com-
pulsory attendance in white schools  Thus
Indian parents ivng off the resenation did not
haw to send thew chiidren to school, and
teachers, school board members. and admin-
istrator. could discourage indian children from
coming to school and not be breaking any
vws

_ As the Indians sold their land on the resena-
pon to whre ranchers, some lic school
distncts were established therefhey had very
meager ax support. but mal one-room
schoots were started, indian chiidren v
g in the ViCinity sometimes attended

Most Incian chidren of westem South
 Pakota started school speaking only Lakota
Haroid Shunk said that when he stanted teach-
- ing , 1936 at Chemy Creek day school,
Cheyenne River resenation, only two children
- Elil‘crya fifty in that community spoke
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Fort Yates, N.D. 1875
Enghsh He said he taught his first graders
English and reading by using pictures of the
things they knew. pnting the name of the
thing unuer the picture and teaching them to
read those words He used things they under-
stood deer, chipmunk, Skunk, Crow, raccoon
tree, at first and then led them to other words
To his great surpnse it worked and they
learned Lakota children had no
understandings or expener::=s wihich heiped
them in their lessons The contents of the
textbooks too often were alien and unrelated
to anything in their lives

Indian students were often late for school
because they had been kept up the night
before doing tribai dances So a school super-
visor msisted that the students dance at
school Reluctantly the teacher agreed

One morming the teacher had them push
the desks back and dance Indian The next day
three indi2n mothers carne to see him, and he
told them why he had let the chiidren dance
One mother said she would like to talk with
the tady [supervisor] the next ime she came
1o vsit school When the SUDEMSOr came or
her next wist, the teacher toid her the indian
mother wanted to see her and he pointed out
her house There she was toid in quite definite
terms that indian children in that community
were to go to school to leam from books and
she would please leave the dancing up 1o
the parents.

There were twenty-one day schools on the
Pine Rdge resenvation Officially they were
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designated by number, but among the local
people some of them were called by names
Iike Red Shin Table day school, Wakpamini
day school. Wounded Knee. Ogialla. Lone
Man, Porcupine. Wamblee, Potato Creek, and
Sim Buttes On the Cheyenne River reserva-
tion there were ten one-room schools Chemry
Creek. Red Stafford, Bridger, kon Lightming,
Thunder Butte, Four Bear Green Grass, Bear
Creek, Moreau Rwer, and White Horse On
Rosebud there were nine day schools Oak-
creek, He Dog. Horse Creek, Norns, Little
Crow, Cormn Creek, Spring Creek, Milks Camp,
and Soidver Creek

in tah i 1978 the Indian Department
asked that the San Juan School Distnct make
arangements for indian children to attend the
Blanding, Utah, schools Plans vwere made for
the children to go to schoot and the Bayles’
home was purchased as a dormitory Due 1o
health problems and a division of the teachers
on whether the Indians should attend the
schools, the matter was reco: ..idered in 1935
and again in 1941 when the decision was
made that no Indian pupils would attend the
Blanding schools

Since the inchan children could not attend
the Blandipg'sChools. several other plans were
tned The Episcopal Church estabiished
Christopher's Mission n Bluff which set up 2
school- They tried to maintain two teachers
because they had pupils from age one to
eghty-five years Helen Sturgis, the pnncipal
of the school, sad i 1952 that although the
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Navajo leamed siowly. they loved the oppor-
tunity All the students were beginners in Eng-
hsh The Navajos loved to leam geography
and United States history
They were very eager for school
One |ittle sheepholder would come
down at night He would take the
sheep down to the water and look
around to see nf’\me parents were
lookirkg} and then run nto the
schoot. grab his pencil, and work
feverishly for a few minutes Usually
the parents came after hm
Roxie Copenhaver, the Deputy
Superinténdent of Schoots for Nevada dunng
Workd War il. had a strong response to the
question, Wkre there any problems ‘with
discrrmination in southem Nevada then? Her
answer “At that bme you never heard of i,
ddn't know what it was I've always thought
of the Iittle schoot at Pahvump where | had to
gnve a graduation talk 1 was telling about how
this hittle schaol had all nationalities. We had
Mexxans. We had indians, We had Chinese
had all these nationalities—this was
certainly democracy working
Although 1in many areas discnmination did
exist, and cultural assimilat'on was a painful, f
not divisive, process, wherever the schooi and
whatever its name, the country schodl was a
community school Even before churches
were bult. @ scmol would be hastily
assembied to meet the needs of district child-
ren Once the bulding was erected and
classes had begun. the ane-room school
became a source of community pride
Children worked on the farms but they
grew up in school. and eighth-grade com-
mencement became for many the apogee of

| thededucation It was a solemn day with

starched shints and clean petticoats A sbirmng
Pledge of Allegiance, joud and robust, began
the ceremonies, followed Dy patriotic SoNags
ke "My Country ‘Tis of Thee,” "America _.we
Beautful” and the natona!l anthem
First-generation tahan miners, Slovak farmers
and German-Russian workers stared in pride
at ther chikdren who had leamed the
language and therr lessons well
Eghth-grade commencement became an
importans rite of passage for those who would
leave tneir small community to attend a union
high school For others commerncenent
meant the end of aneducation and the begin-
ning of full-fledged duties of manhood or
waoimanhood ,
Hardbitten ranchers who had piched a
siver doilar unti the eagle screamed, who had
shown no emotior when the bank had threa-
tened to foreciose, hightning had killed the
pnze bull. or hait had destroyed the wijpat
drop n a singie storm, these men cried Ncw,
hats in therr hands Not %S[ a littie tear
across those dusty. wind-bu cheeks For
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Victor Sehool, fali of 1918, Weld County, CO. The small flags represented the Allies in

World War I. Throughout country schools, WWI and subsequent intense patriotism did
much to force Americanization of immigranis.

therr children had done something that they
themsetves could never do Their children had
graduated fror, the eighth grade and had
earned therr piace among other Amernicans
Never more would the parents wory about
ther place in society Ther chidren would
succeed The farm wor ld be handed down or
the bays would becoinie men and work their
way up and out of the mine

The country superntendent calied each
name and handed the pupil a diploma with
the name of the school district, the piace. the
date, and the reason for such an auspicious
occasion Momma placed her head in her
hands and wept softly untif father. his armon
her shoulder. urged her to lock up at her proud
son or daughter with diplorma in hand The
graduate broke 1nto a gnn and mother burst
into tears

Matenal inthis section not otherwise identi-
fied came from staff members. Mary ana
Robert Carlson, Glenburn, North Dakota. Jes-
sie Embry, Prows, Utan. Carohine Hatton,
Edgemont, South Dakota. Jm Dertien, Belle-
wue, Nebraska. Dr Emest Grundy. Keamey,
Nebraska, Nancy Cummings and Corothy
Rtenour, Las Vegas, Nevada. and Andrew
Gulliford

Poriors of this essay were onginally
published in “Colorado Country School

legacy.” People and Polcy A Joumal of

Humanistic Perspectives on Colorado issues.
pubtlished by the Unnersity of Colorado at
Denver
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We gave programs at cifferent times of the year The whole valley ca
aunts and grandparents and all Ajfter the program we pushed all the desks toone sid

me Alj the parents and
eand hacd

a little dance. The people looked forward 1o that wWe had box 50cials, too, and everybody fixed
their box. There was a cneness among the people School was a common goal and everyorne
wanted 10 see how their chilet participated when he or she had a part in the play. got all dressed

up, and went out there and performed

The country school was the heart of the community People liked to go there and Lisit fricnds

from up and doumn the valicy

Most communities used the schooihouse
for ail the local actnaties The schoolhouse was
the largest buidirlg avaiiable, even though
few were over 20 by 30 feet !t was also a
symbol of culture in a frontier community
where there were few such symbois And
since there was a feeling that the schoolhouse
beionged to ail the peopie. everyone feit wei-
come there

in the history of Mountain View School in

, Margaret Dempster cocmments on
the community participation N schooi
programs

There were many gathennys at the
schoolhouse dunng the ‘ears Al
Chnstrmas and at the enc f the yrar
tnere were programs, parues, and
dinners, The “svorite  gathenngs
were dances A¥s Lates played the
organ of piano, Mrs Boermer played
a mouth harp, and Mrs Stall sang
and kept tme for dancing They
-. tied this group the Pumpkin Cen-
~r Orchestrz Sometimes Pete and
Byron Stalf had to work the bellows
by hand to keeprthe music going on
the organ. Sometimes the_Borers
moved therr plano over on a sied for
€xra mus

That the commuiity gathenngs were well
sttended speak to ther value n an isolated
ommunity The enthusiasm which people
drought 1o the program was ewidenced ofien
by the damage done to the building rete King
remembers the gasoiine lanems going cut
dunng 3 dance because the dust raised by the
enthusiastic dencers clogged the air vemts in
the lantems. The dancers were forccd to take
breaks to allow the dist to settie and the jant-
ems to faré up brghry again

The weekly dances at the schoolhouse were
attended by Bveryone Young paret s brought
thew children and bedded them duwn on the
benches Cider folks armwed tu share therr
knowledge of the oid home dancing and
younger peopie came to try out the new round
dances Lilkan Grace Chadwick Warburton of
Wah remembers a danc= they had in Etna, Box
Eider County, when she was teaching there in

- 1918

When | was teaching at this Etna
School, they decided they wotid
have a real dance, so we pushed
Q Kk ait the desks, all the benches

] Emcmnst the wall to make as mary
-

L]

Mrs Meargdaret Darien.
Basailt. Colorado

seats as we could for anybody who
* came [We) erased anything we had
on the boarad such as phonics  and
put, “Come one, come all, come
shot, come tall, come jump the
tracks N Etna Hali” They got an
accordion player He came | can stil
hear those tunes that he played He
played ne polka and the ‘irginia
reels and ali the square dances you
could think of Those boards just
hopped along with the rest of us
was really Inely There wdsn't ror
for everybody to get on the fice.
once We had a really good tirv¥
Every community had ore ctizen who
could “call” square dances, usually an olger
man who had danced in his youth and took up
calling as he got older No pay was inveived for
either the musicians or the caller Lunch was
served at mdnight No chdtge for that either
Heawy dnnking was no problem, even
thcugh the men might step out for a little nip
The dancing was the main thing and everyone
partcipated, sometimes all nightiong ifyoung
pecple, heard of the dance from fifteen or
twenty miles away they might come on horse-
bark After the dance’ they would nde home,
getung there weli after sun-up Cold weather
was no deterrent. either They couid go by
team and wagon but that was siower Some-
umes they traveled by teams, with hot relks of
hot ““sad irons” at their feet under buffaio robes
for warmth
School  buildings preceded churches N
marty communities, and there are a number of
reports of buildings used for prayer meetings
and church services, usually non-
denominational Some of the seriices were
conaucted by itinerant preachers, 3 latter day
circutt nder
While there are no records of fi~eral services
heid in.d rural schaoi, Ingleside School in the
iron Mountain area of Laramie’ County, Wyom-
ing. boasted of a mamage ceremony whenr
Gurimar Andersen, a hotel commisary clerk,
marned Li, the cook A Bapust minister came
from Cheyenne to perform the ceremony as
reported in the Wyorming Educator
I Boulder, Wyoming, while no funeral was
held, an autopsy was performed in the school
when a town citizen, Ben Walker, was mur-
dered by Jack Walters, the body was laid out
on the floor and a decision made on the cause
of death Students had to set several desks over

1

ihe blood-stared fioor
Mary Riey of Cody remembers attending
the Moore Hill School in Crook County
Across the road from the
schoolhouse was Moore Hill Ceme-
tery Cn several accasions when an
internment took place. school was
dismissec and the students attended
the ‘buryno’ We mingled with the
family ano nierxds of the deceased
and wept, even though we had not
been acquainted with the dead
person
Besides being used fc: weddings, church
services, autopsies, and funerals, * the school-
house was always the ‘Pulling Place’ on elec-
ton day. and aimost any sort of business
meeting or anything that affected or was of
general interest t0  the community Was
discussed there In a range country suh as
ours” says Bill May from Steamboat Spnngs,
Colorado, “imponant ‘range Meetings’ were
often held at the schoolhouse As ulten as ot
the schooimaster was expected to officiate or
be chanman at such Meetngs as he wds usu-
ally considered the best qualified one present
10 properly conduct @ n.£eung”
In Utah, Lenora Hall La Feurc . nting in The
Bouider Country and Its Peopie states
William Alwery of Escalarite rode his
horse across to Boulder over the
Death Hollow trail. a distance of
about fiteen miles William Alvery
sat at the teacher's desk with the little
tin ballot box he had brought placed
nght there in front He was autho-
nzed 1o register every person of vot-
ing age Everyone in the commurity
came and cast a vote By two o'clock
that afternoon the election was over
and Wilham Alvery went back to
Escalante with the votes locked in
the baliot box to be counted in Esca-
fante A few days passed before the
settlers knew for sure Republican
Wiiliam McKinley was elected Prest-
dent of the Untte¢ States, thbugh
most cf the Bouider peoole, loyal
I rats, probably voted for Wil-
ham Jenninys Bryan
The schoolhouses were also used for com-
munity fund raising actvities or nat:onal sup-
port acuvites During World Warl, the schools
in Uinta County Wrah sporisorcd a junior Red
Cross Pregram ad coliected @ Chnistmas fund
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for the soldiers and sailors At the schools 1n
east San Juan County the local people held
dances and raffies to raise money to buy saw
ings bohds

Once in awhile a wedding darce was held
at the schoolhouse Vena Schick said, “Our
wedc ing dance was held at the Ayres School-
house Fred bad to furish the music and he
never got a darice with his bride ail night * Fred
playec. the violin

Speling bees, arithmetic contests and
debates were held in the schools *“The Rock
Springs Miner” newspaper is quoted in the
excalient book, Cowbelles Ring Schoolbells,
written and pubhished by *he Albany County,
Wyoming, Cow-Belles Club, and telis of an
unumely end to one speliing bee when a
cowboy rode into the schoolhouse on his
horse  On November 3. 1933, a debate in a
rural Uinta County, Utan discussed the topic’
“Is aload of seed potatoes or a load of women
most needed in the community?”

Speling hees were a part of the wintei
entertainment in the days when there was no
1adic, no television, and no way o get to
town This was aduit recreation and If the
children came, they were strctly in the
audience uniess some older one was an extra
good speller who could hold hisown with the
competiion The teacher pronounced the
words, and they got tougher and wugher as
the evening progressed

On January | 1881 when Rapid City, South
Dakota, was Just a willage, an article appeared
in the Black Hills Journal uiat chat'enged the
people of the town

Beaeving that an entertaining as
weil as amusing everng might be
spent by the people of our town in
an orthographical contest. | S Pitts
Wells, the schoolmaster hereby in
behalf of the Rapid City school, chal-
ienges the people of this town of as
many as wish to participete to meet
said school in a speiling match
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western Colorado was a favornte
hunting ground of Presideidt
Theodore Roosevelt around the turn
of the century He was apparently
fond of going after bear. mountain
lion. elk, and deer in the Rifle and
Meeker areas In fact. two months
aifter taking ottice as President
Teddy was hunting on Mamm
Creek!

The Reverend Horace Mann, pas-
tor of the Christian Church n Rifle,
Colorado. had become acquainted
with Roosevelt while a young minis
ter in New York State It turned out
that Mann took up his profession in
an area frequented by Roosevelt
during his widely publicized
hunting excursions Mann wouid
accompany the President on hunt
ing trips, and being the most protes
sional photographer the area could
muster, he often photographed
Roosevelt and other members of the
hunting parties.

It was during one of these trips—
while hunting rountain lion-—that
Mann invited Roosevelt to attend
one of his rural church services and
to address the locat people on April
730, 1905,

The reverend's service was held

Q hat was known as The Blue
lCnol or Blue Hen school or, as it
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was later known, The Blue Goose
School The Blue School was
iocated on Divide Creek in Western
Garfield County, about six miles

beiow the Roosevelt camp >

The service was held around
noon time, outstde the school build
ing, with Rooseveltdelivering ashort
talk. followed by a sermon by Mann
200-300 people, mostly
farrners and their families from the
surrounding rural community,
attended

According to Golda Lytle of Rifle.,
there was an open air “potiuck”
lunch held tollowing the service
She recalls folks spreading thowr
meals out on the ground around the
tiny schoolhouse built In the iate
1880's and under nearby trees

“I would judge that a good share of
the community turned out” sad
Lytle “Of course, itwas a pretty siall
community back then”

Lytle said she accompanicd her
parents and | .other and sister to the
event on a lumber wagon pulled by
atearn of horses She sad the family
came from Rifle, some 15 miles
away That was about half a days
ride, according 10 Lytle.

“l remember it was quite an honor
10 geta Presidentinour comraxgity."

service

anssssssssssssssssaes TEDDY ROOSEVELT AND THE BLUE GOOSE SCHOOL sssmmaswssisntntn

in his

One Sunday we rode down
some six miles from camp
to a httle biue school-house
and attended service. The
preacher was in the habit of
nding over every alternate
Sunday from Rifle a ltle
town tweniv or twenty-five
miles away, and the ranch-
men with their wives and
children. somc on horse:
back. some in wagons, had
gathered from thirty miles
round to attend the service
The crowd wes so large that
the exercises had to take
place in the open air, and it
was pigasant to look at the
strong frames and rugged,
weather heaten faces of the
men, while as for the
women once respected
them even more than the
men

LR e

‘Phota Courtes. of Rifle Creeh Musasm, Bifis, OD.

Lytle recalls “As I'm sure it would be
today ™

The President himself wrote of the
bhook. Outdoor
Pastimes of an American Hunter.

Rescarch Iy staft member Pat O'Nedll,
Parac hute Coloraxdo
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On January 8, 1881, The Journa, stated
The resuit of the spelling bee was
Veri, Vidi but we didn’t Vic worth a
cent! I other words the Rapidt City
schoo! got away with the
town The ease, grace, and rapidity
with which the schoc! thinned the
ranks arayed in opposiion was
beautiful and wonderful to behold

Miss Tressier stumbled on the
word, ‘morse’ and wvictory ‘aas
declared for the school McGuf-
fey's speling book was used

Sometmes 5¢lico! programs were put on to

raise money o buy things for the school,
encyclopedias, a crockery water container,
piayground equipment, a clock After the pro-
gram there would be a box social or a pie
social Everyone in the community took part
Verda Amold described South Dakota box
soctals
Oh what thnlling fun! All women
and giris, even little preschealers,
decorated boxes or baskets with
crepe paper Some turned out crea-
tons of real artistic beauty But tne
food! Packed in those boxes 0N the
DIg gt was enough food for six
people and only twvc were
sufpocsed to eat it Now the funf7)
came when a certain young man or
boy was known to be cc ting-—or
st showing interest IN—-a »eCia
gt The men and boy Axre not
supposed to know to wCri aty
one box belonged But of « .urse
there were ways and wa,~ Of find-
ing out Especially when the young
lady was willing The fung = came
whern 3 young man {sometimes not
s0 young) began to bid The rest of
the males took great delight in bid-
ding against him to run the price as
high as they thought he could afford
and would go More than once a
box sold for $25 or $30
The last big affair of the sct.ool year was the
. school picric Everyone came whether they
had children in school or not it was a potiuck
affar with iots of food and usually a ball game
mn the afternoon and more coffee and food
late In the aftemoon before everyone went
home Therr was talung and wisit.ig and
games for the iittie ch..dren Sometumes it was
heid at schooi but generally it was held where
there were sorne trees along a creex some-
where it came to be a tradition to go back to
the same plac s year after year The Only thing
that would cincel it would be rain for ther
the gumbo wouid be so sticky that wagon
wheeis couldnt turn
Margaret Hoglund Coe reminisced atiout
her expenence at the u;wper Sage Creek
School in Wyoming
Thc ones that are snn around think
the Church seraces held in the

EMC
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Urkn::on Company School 1926

old 5chool house, the school pro-
grams. the spelidowns with Lower
Sage Creek Schaol and Mountain
View Schiool, and the picnics, where
almost all came back smelling of
wild onions and garlic, and a few
bunches of wild lowers, a mouse or
WO to drop In someone’s pocket, a
smile and a feeling of happiness at
being aiive on such a beautiful day
The schools, especidlly the student activi-
tes, provided the cement to keep a commun-
ity together People were afraid that once the
school was closed it would destroy commun-
ity ife In some areas the parents and students
fought conschidation for that reason Some
parents refused to send their children to the
larger schools untl they were forced to by the
school boards Many people grew up with the
schoolhouse the center of their lives Every-
thing imponant took place there As chidren
they atterded sChool, as young people it was
the piace for social events, as marned folks it

ACs a place for culturatl activities, church and |

Sunday schoul, and the best school they could
<fford for thewr children
Most commurities in the West and Mid-

‘vest were isolated from the world around
.hem The mere isolated the community, the
mare important the schoothouse Esma Lewrs
aught school in Garfieid County, Colorado
for sixty years She reminisces

I taught through the Depression

and we had to nelp each other That

is one of the things we have Iost

because during the Depression we
did help each other all the time
Anybody that | ever did anything for
did much more for me In many
ways | have always said that | cast
my bread upor: the waters and it
came back cake Forty vears later a
man came to do a day'’s job for me
and when he was firished he said
with a twirkle in his eye, ‘No |
wor't take money from you |
remember what you did for us
once’ -
‘Oh, I'said “That was forty years ago
and you've restored my faith in
human nature but you have to take
this money for the work you did " !
wonder If we'd do thatagain if we
had a Depression?

It was the Chnstmas programs more than
any other event that broughtp ~ple together
Edmund Fleming recalis Christmas at his Nev-
ada school

The teacher started on the Christ-
mas event probably early n
Nowember | don't know how much
teaching went on between then
and Christrnas but 1t was a type of
education You were expected to
put on a play and each kid was
supposed to get up there Nomatter
how nept he was, each kid was
supposed to perform The commun-
ity would chip in and buy Christmas
presents for each of the children

14
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Gathering at the site of a new school in Churchill County, Nev., 1915.

Each of the children would get a
tremendous  Christmas  StoCkifg
They would spend perhaps five doi-
lars for each child which atthatume
was the equivalent of about forty
dollars nowadays So everybody in
the community looked forward to
the Chnstmas party or pageant And
evenyody had a good time

At teast 150 to 200 people wouid come to
the party, whicn constituted the entire popula-
tion of the town There were very few other
actvities avaiable, says Mr Fleming “There
was the saloon, and that was 1t ”

Usually the preparanon for the Chnistmas
program began the week after Thanksgiving
Everybody had a part, not only the children,
but adults as well The same pecple
performed the same part annually in the act-
ing out ot the Chnstmas story Young men
played the shepherds and the Wise Men for
four or five years or as long as they stayed in
the community Besides gifts, there were
oranges, candy, and nuts for the chiidren
There was atree, of course ifthey Had candles
onit, they were it for just a moment or two A
man with a pail of water satclose by incase of
fire Aftter the program, coffee and
sanawiches. cakes and pres brought by the
fmimnes were senved

ERIC
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School ot the School House at
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School at Daniel, Wyoming. c. 1916

in those few country schools still surviving
on the wind-swept praines, the Chistmas
program remains the highirght of the year
Charlene Taylor from Beresford, South Dakota,
described in The Scene, December 21, 1578,

that year's Christmas program

i

Q

It was no Broadway opening, and
the admission was iree No bright
marquee marked the entrance to
the theatre, and no red carp~* . /as
rolied out to greet stars and iImpor-
tant peopie

But fast Friday night was an impor-
tant night for the 12 students who
attended the Brule Elementary
Schoo! near Beresford it was the
night of their Chnistmas piay. and
parents, relauves, and frends
important people all. tumed out in
rugh numbers to applaud their per
formance and reward their efforts
with appreciative ovations

A0 audience of well over 100
squeezed themselves into the one-
room school house and seemed to
ignore arny discomfort that might
have attended siting on wooden
benches brought n especiaily for
the program A bnghtly ighted
stage at the front of the room, corm-
plete with black cunains, became
the center of attention, once fnendly
greeungs had been completed and
everyone was seated in readiness
for the show

Excitement filled the air as one of
the students began to play a Christ-
mas melody on the old upnght
piano off to one side of the srtage A
Intle guy stood beside me on the

_.bench, teddy bear clutched in his

hands, eyes bright «+ 1th expectation
Two ladies betird me emimisced

RIC
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about the days wher: each district
had us own countiy school, and
each school would have its own
Christras play

‘Are they gonna singing?” my hittle
bench partner inquired i a squeaky
voice

Assured by his grandmother they
wouid, his attention returned to the
stage where the children were pre-
panng to sing a song of Norwegran
origin entitled “Jeq er saa Glod”
Female students were attred in
floor-length gowns in the style of
the Norwegian ancestry

The first skit of the program featured
a song enutled "My Kitty,” sung by
Lors Sveeggen and Tisha Staum The
song. announced by Mrs Yitreness
the students’ teacher, was first sung
# a pregram at Brule School some

i 50 pdd years ago by her sister and
another student Along with myseif

the audierce was impressea and
spplause for the two young ladies
thundered through the room The
uny tyke beside me clung tghter to
his teddy bear

The program progressed with more
music and carols The natmvity scene
was enacted with first grader Ann
Stere long. red hair traiiing over her
shouders, eyes serious wirh the
imponance of her role, belting out
“Away In a Manger” 1ina surprisingly
clear and even voice

‘The last skit of the evening “At the

Village Post Qffice  brought the
house dowr with laughter and
cheers as the audience watched the
youngsters act out a drarnd gealingg
with gossiping and nosiness

“We Wish You a Merry Chietmas ”

47

sung by the entire cast brought the
finai cunain down on the most
enjoyabie nour and a haif I've expe-
nenced tn a gond long while it was
quite evident by the applause that

Photo Courtesy of WA.D. Gray Coliection, American Heritage Center,”

Unversity of Wyoming.

my fellow play goers enjoyedthis bit
of old-fashioned entertainment
every bit as much as | did

in the true traditon of the countty
school, tunch was sened in the
basement for donatons,
homemade. cardies and popCorT
balls were sold to raise money
defray expenses of the program,
and a door prize was awarded

As | prepared to ledve, | looked
around for my little bench partner,
but he had disapoedred Sadiy. |
contemplated the futtwe when
gathenngs like this one wouid prob-
ably b=come € 4nct, Iike the schoc!
that spawned them [ wondered if
years from riow the litle teddy bear
nolaer woula remember this night,
the noise the excitement |
wondered if sormeday, as an adult
somewhere out thete 1n the compu-
terized world, he would look back
and long for these traditions that e
are leaving behind us so hghtly

I hoped not | hoped he would

remember Mrs Yitreness and her 12

rupils of Brule School, and the thnll

they gave us all by presenting their

" Old Fashioned Christmas Play”

Materal for this sectron not othenwise cfe-

dited came from staff members Herb Biakely,
Madison  South Dakota, Caroline Hatton,
Fdgernont South Dakota, Milton Riske,
Cheyenne Wyoming Robert Rarthell, Powell
Wyorming Jessie Embry Provo. Utah, Nancy
Cummngs and Dorothy Ritenour Las Vegas,
Nevada




BEST COPY AVAILABLE

4
3
?’:
Z




N

" COUNTRY SCHOOLS TODAY

As late 3s 1938, there were 210.000 one-
room schoots scattered throughout the United
States- Today there are Cnly a dozen one-room

_»schoois In Colorado. 189 rural schools in South
|~ Dakota. 22 one-room schools in North Dakota
1978 stausticst 33 smail rural schools in
Wyoming, and 305 ccuntry schools in
Nebraska
In 1975 the Utah State Buiiding Board con-
ducted a suney of public schools in use inthe
state The sunvey reveaied that the majonty of
rural schools had been tiosed. and the stu-
dents were being bused tO conschdated
schools There were approximately 24 schools
with erroliments of less than 100 and many of
those were smal! graded schoois like the ones
at Escalante and Marysvaie Today only one
country schaol remains
Many small rural schools are stifl in exist-
ence in the {arge counties N the northern
westen. and southern parts of Lkah where
the population 1s scattered The main excep-
ton 1s the Cedar Fort Schooi which 15 only
sixteen mites from Lehs
Only one non-consolidated school st
Lexists 1N kansas, near Dermont It is the last
remaining one-room school I the state, and
parents are threatened with losing the scheol
if enrollmerit drops any further Ten students
are enrolied currently, and that Is the legal
mnimum Two of the students wiil graduate
this year, and upless they are replaced Der-
mont wili jose the school and the remaining
pupils will be bused to Rolla, thirty-fre rmiles
away
I nort i, Nevada the Leonard Cieek
Ranch one-room school 15 stll in operation
and has four siudents this year The school 15
located 90 miles north of Winremucca and
has served Montero chidren anid ther rela-
ves sirce 1918
The teac her this year Sandy Kearns, receives
an ample salary, a free trailer, free meals. and
even fiee gasol'ne for her pickup But after
teaching tust two years, she 1s willing to give
up her position becduse, “"the nirety miles out
here 15 pretty hard F'm not a good planner for
weeks In advance | always come out a littie
short | was scared coming outhere, but!gave
riy word and coutdn’t gobackonit Togotoa
pany It's forty miies to tne nearest neighhors
After school you go out and saddle up your
horse and separate cattie untit dark Then you
Q  back tor supper”

ERIC

The rural one room school 1S dymng It is easy to eulodize ¢ memory and cast on it n death
qualities it never possessed in life  yet it 1s of little value o sSimply cry over whaat (s done If we
examine what was aood. uhat was useful in the one room school and translate this to our
maodern educational system we shall have achieved a great deal '

Manan Cramer

Bryant. South Dakota

Papers of the Twelfih

Annual Dahota History Conference

Frenchy Montero has two Children under
Sandy's tutelage Sandy laughs, “l was lonely
coming out here, but they accepted me asone
of the family We went to a wedding recently
and Frenchy introduced me as his daughter
Frenchy works hard 16 find single cowboys in
the area that { might like but the last tme he
tried it the scheme backfired The one | liked
moved to Caiforria

Other country schouls i1 operation in Nev-
ada include a three-teacher schoo! at Ruby
Vailey and a one-teacher, one-trailer school at
Siggs. where individualized instruction
flounsnes

Dan Vogeler likes teaching 1n the Brown's
Park one-room school in Colorado He likes
the sense of community among the fifteen
families that Ine “in the park ” He doesn'
mind being eighty miies from a grocery store
when he’s only a few mies from his
neighbors

Dan says “Out here the sChoo! s the center
of things Most trmes parents stop by the
school to visit and then go over to the trailerto
talk with my wife One mother, Ramona John-
sch brings her first-grader Sixty rmifes ane way
in & jeep Naturally she’s not inat-urfy to turn
around and go back 10 the rarch”

Teachers contemplating jobs in remote rural
areas should realize that although they are

e

49

physicaity isolated the school acts as a focal
point for the community Teacher privacy 1S
sometimes sacnficed But If there i1s an implied
obligation to conform & ccmmunity values,
there are also opportunities for independence
and innovation

In country schools, the older students stil
help the littler ones. especially with math and
speling The teacher can take the ume to
indmiduahize lessons, and younger students
learn what I1s expected of them because they
hear older chidren working on more
advanced lessons

The quality of education s good, and stu-
dents from country schools develop 2 firm
sense of, themselves -and what they can
accomphsh Dr Ivan Muse. professor of edu-
cation at Brigham Young Uniersity and direc-
tor of a rural educaucn teacher traiming
prograra. says, “Rural ,chool graduates are
highly self-confident Trey may receive poorer
grades In the elementary school. but once
they begin college they are easily motivated
and usually succeed They Quickly compen-
sate for any curriculum deficiencies ™

Self-reliance 1s a way of lifen the rural areas
of the West and teachers have to be seif-
reitant, too More and more teaching jobs will
open up In the Western “energy” states. but
Iving accommodations will be scarce and

*

Photo by Andrew Gulliford

Jigge School, Eho County, NV. Aline Mooney, teacher. ‘ ,
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conditions will vary widely

“Low pay and teacher isclation are peren-
nial rwal school problerns,” seys Eugene J
Cambe!l, Colorado Depanment of Education
cemfication consultant Although pay scales
have nsen i1 recent years, rural teacher hous-

ing shorages have been common for half a.

century There is also sex-role stereotyping

A young, single. female schoo! teacrer in
Nevada states that her rural schoo! supern-
tendent told her “You are hired uniess I can
find a3 man™ He feit that in a consenative
community a man is better situated to teach
and assist the upper boys

Or Alan Zetler. Dear: of Education and
Dwrector of the Rurai Educaton Center at
Western Montana College in Dilon, Montana
says. “There are school distncts that search
very hard to get one or two s “rious apphicants
for vacancies To the local folks, socral 1soiation
and lack of urban services are facts of life and
present no real problems ” Yet to a new
teacher the rosy. rural glow may quickly fade

Not so at the Brown's Park Schoot Like most
successful rural school teachers. Dan Vogeier
comes from a rural background He enjoysthe
opportunity 10 take his ciass on raft tnps down
the Green River or boating up at Flaming
Gorge Reservoir

Dan says, “I'm not sure | could go backto a
reguiar teaching schedule in a town schcor |
ke to be independent ™ Because these is no
church close by, the entire community came
1G the one-room schoot this winter to be i the
chnistenng of the Vogeler's four-month-old
daughter Obwviously the parent/teacher rela-
tonship is special in Brown's Park

In WAyoming the Albany County School Dis-
trict may be the largest school district in the
continental United States The district 1s large
not because of the number of students, but
because it er.compasses 4,374 square miles—
more square mies than the statc of Rhode
istand Albany County aiso has more rural
schools than most districts

Wyoming winters can send blizzaids that
block roads stop travelers, and break ines of
communication for days on end and
concerned parents do not want o worry
about therr children being stranded 1n a school
bus The Albariy County School Distnct recog-
nizing its obligation to serve all the children in
1ts district. maintaing sChoais Close to the outly-
ing. commurities  This year Cozy Hollow
School has only cne student, as does River
Brdge. Paime: Canyon and Indian Guide

There are eight distant rural schools In the
rioith end of the county and five clcser rural
schools The distant schools are 5010 125 miles
from Laramie Five schools do not hawe tele-
phones and keep i contact va radios One
quaint one-room schoolhouse has gren way
0 a modern trailer where the teacher Ines in
one half and teaches in the othe

The Littie Laraimie Valley School was con-

E l{lc 3 from three other schools Each chiid

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

Broum’s Park School, Colorado. Dan Vogeler, teacher.

1 was in a rural county the other day
where the farmers were talking about
consolidating several one-room school
districts and Tuilding a modern grade
and high school.

A good many farmers wers opposed to
itand one of tnem asked me: “Whyisn'ta
one-room 8chool good enough for us?
Scme of the greatest men and women of
this country, of the past and of today, got
their education in the little old red
schoolhouse in the country, and it wasa
one-room, one-teacher school,

“Look at Abraham Lincoln and ahost
of other great men; they never had a
nswifangled school with all its frills and
furbelows w go to. If a one-room school
was good enough for them why isn't it
good enough for us?”

‘your grandfather got along with an
oxcart, too, didn™ he?"' I asked “And he
cut wheat wiil a sickle and threshed it
with a flail; he read by a tallow candle
and carried water from the creek a half
mile away He got along.

“But those things were not good
enough for your father. Oxen were too
slow for him. He had horses and a buggy.
He cradled his wheat and had athresh-
ing machine. A sSythe was too slow,and
he bought a mowing machine and arid-
ing piow Hethrew away the hoe and got
& cultivator, and your mother had asew-
ing machine and a well near the house
and kerosenie lamps.”

“None of tne old-timc tools or ways
was good enough for you, except the
school. You scrapped everything your
fathers had, except the one-reom

‘

school. Why don't you scrap it too? It -

belongs to an age that is past.”

“I believe with all my heart thatcoun-
try children should havr, schoolhouses
as good, school terms as long and
teachers as weli trained as city children
have. And I believe they can have them
too. But in the gverage one-room school
we have a shoM term, irregular attend-
ance, a poorly trained teacher, absence
of uniform standards of achievement in
elementary grades, no special claases
for the brighter children, poor supervi-
sion and poor financial support...”

In Kansas in the year just closed we
had 7,339 one-teacher rurai schools,
and they furnished the only chancethat
214,928 boys and girls had for an
education.

The majority of them were what are
called cracker-box or boxcarschools.
They were poorly heated, poorly lighted,
dingy and unattractive....

The people of the community should
be told clearly what consolidation will
mean for them and what it will cost.

A school consolidation should pever
be put through if there i3 a considerable
minority opposed to it.

But where the pecple know what con-
solidation means, what it will cost anid
are willird to pay for it, consolidation ig
the solution to the rural-school
problerm.

.~ by Jess W. Miley

State Superintendent of Public
Instruction in Kansas

from “The Country Gentleman” Océéi'
1
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has his own swing and teeter-toner The
modern-style brick buiding opened in 1963,
and Mrs Eaith Clymer says, “I opened her up,
and | hope | don’t clase her down ™" Deciining
envoliments, however, are taking their toli, and
next year there may be only four pnmary
students

Al the Harmony School twenty miles west
of Lararmee, Shirley Liliey explamns that chridren
Qo o country schoot as long as they can but
when those students are ready for junior high
and seniof high 1IN town  parents have to
maintain two homes For seven years, Mrs
Liley would leave the ranch each week 1o stay
In town wath her children "' didn’t itke being
away from home “ she says “Every Monday
morning I'd be a temble grouch I'd get home
Fnday evering and hawe to start baking and
cooking for the next week ahead You iive out
of a hox—onre box for the ranch and one box
for the vailler In town”

Mrs Lilley's story 1s common in rural WAom-
iNg where parents are awarded “isolaton
pay” from the distnct to help compersate for
mantaining two homes Teachers are also
1solated Last year at one of the north schools
in Albany County, frem Thanksgring to early
May the road was buried under snow Only
four-wheel drive vehicles could gain access

“North county” teachers try 10 get together
once a week tc share food and fellowship
and as long as the roads ae clear they may
dnve ninety miles gne way for dinner Such
mealy are imporant to discuss classroom
actvities and to plan class parties

—

x *

In most states the country schoois have
been consolidated When cars came uponthe
scene. small tlowf® grew and prospered
Farmers could Ine in town and work their
places dunng the day Buses could carry more '
students, ‘and  those - same  fiscal-minded
scrwol boards could no longer jusufy one
teacher for a handfui of students ir ore build-
ing After \Yorld War |, Colorado country
schools began to close their doors and after
World War it the nch legacy of one- and
two-roem schools was all but fargottent

For a while some schoo! distncts fought
against consoiidatcrs. A school could be
maintained for two years without a teacher

but if a third year went by the tiny distnct
would be forced to merge with another dis-
trct Famibes with olger children of no child-
ren would have to pay laxes n the
newly-defined larger distnct For tnat red«on
cesperate distrcts would even hire mamed
teachers with children to teach ther own
offspring Anythirg to keep the distnc™ intact

Box socials raised funds In Kanal, Colorado
the wormen's ciub even wrote to President
Q w's wife 10 have her send 3 small token
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(8peech given by Mre. Louise Jevne in May, 18686, at Medrose School #3, Ward County, North Dakota
the last year the school was in seseion.)

Mr. Martin, President of the School Board, I pressnt to you Kermit Martiu and Dwight Kauffman.
Theee bays have worked hard, and they have sucoessfully completed, with pessing grades, both the State
Examinaticns and the ones I gave. It is with pleasure that I present them to you for their diplomas.

We are indeed grateful to sach of you for the fine cooperation you have given to meks this program
suoceesful. We are honcred to have you with us, Miss Hoffine (an author). Thank you for coming.

Mn Payne (county superintendent), we appreciate your being here to present the awards. Our
relations with your office have always been pleasant and we are happy to have you here.

At this time, I wish to express my gratitude to the board for all they have done to make our year
suocessful. I know I have been fortunate to have good school boards to werk for, but. I can honestly say I
have never found any better chan you. Thank you for your cooperation.

Beirg a parent myself, I know some of the problems you mothers and fathers have, some of the
saorificss you maks for your children, and some of ths pride you share with them in their suocesses. You
have & right to be proud of each of your boys and girls. They have worked hard and they have sucoceeded.
Thesee are not just nice words to please you The student teacher's tests, my tests, the Stanford
Achievermnent Tests, and ths State Exams all prove this te be trus. You are to b# oommended for the
encouragsment you have given your children that has made this kind of progress poesible. Thank you
for all you have done. We this to be the last graduatiger from this school.

The past two years here have bean happy ones. I like working with Miss Ewen and the student
teachers. I love your boys and girls as only a teacher can.

Thank you for the privilege of being your teacher.

Phat> by Andrew Gulliford



AN EIGHTH GRADER'S BROADER VIEW

(Address by Kermit Martin at the Medrose School, May, 1886.)

Back in May, 1949, whan I stood before many of you folks and gave THE RABBIT for our Mothers Day
program, my view was not broad enough to think ghead to tonight to see myself standing here to give

these few words of appreciation. BUT HERE I AM.
Our motto says THE HIGHER WE CLIMB THE BROADER THE VIEW. Through the past eight

Dwight and I have come to realize, in some measure, that there is much to appreciate in our homs, in
our school, and in our community. -

We are @iad for our good homses, where we have been taught consideration and love for others,
cleanlinees, thrift, work, worship of God, and many other nécessary things. I remember when it did not
geem 80 important to wash my ears but now I know that Mom knows best.

When we startad to school we took all the routine more cr '988 a8 8 matier of course. Later webeganto
question. “Whyshmﬂdweleamabmnmenwhohavebeendmdforyem?" “What difference does it
make whether a word i8.a noun or a verb?” It's s wordain't t? And Oyes, why shouldn't we say AIN'T. It
seems everyons does. Our view hasbroadened until we know a few of the whys although,Iconfess — not
all.

But we are grateful for all our teachera have dons for us. Too — we say THANK YOU to the college, the
student teachers, Miss Ewen and the school board. We know you have done much to help us.

We are also thankful for the wonderful community in which we live. I'm sure we will never find any
better neighbors and friends than you folks.

M&yt.heviewwhichhasbeguntobroadenoonﬁnuetodosoasweconmnuetoclunb. We desiretobea
credit to our home, our school, and our community.

\ Thank you.
mutummmmmammwmmm”wmmmmmkom‘mdnmgmxp.unmnma physician in Iowa.

_——_————____,_#—_:_——

JTVIIVAY AdGJ 1533

Photo by Andrew Galliford =
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Photo Courtesy of Purblo Regnonal Librery

An eariy Pinon School, Colorado, bus.

»
to be auctioned off The handkerchief she sent
fetched & high price

Consolidation aid come  howe r  and
rmost rural schools closed uown in favor of the
larger more modern district schools As inthe
sandhills of Nebraska distance 15 s a nig
problem 1 rmuch of we stern Scuth Dakota
The children who attend rural schonks traved
lorg distances to get to that one-room buuid-
ing_where they spend the day with arher
children whose homes are just as remote from
commuruty life a5 ther owr Imagne the
nedtest schoch beina twenty-five rmides, away
and wher you et there there are only six
otner students!

In one such s¢* . there dare two kinder-
gartners tas fint  acers one secord-grader
one third-rracer anvl one fooh-grader The
sChoo will fikely rontinue ‘o at least eight
maore yedrs Then pemape it will be closed or
movedt  because  all the children of the
ranchers ity that vionity will be gone By that
tme - . unger age group wh hive inthe area

have Grower up marned ard startea fam-
ies but probabily not on the same ranches so
the center of poptanor wil shift: The s¢hooi-
house might e moved  anather old one
revived o the school teft in the same place
with some famiies taveling farther than
others

No smalt common scroot distrncts remened aince 1891,

Q "ﬂ Soth Dakota after reorganization - e iage e -
. - . B s T
ERIC , 95 | Lot Af e

g .

—— o 4,




BEST COPY AVAILAGLE

tonk place in the 1360°. Every smali rural
school 15 part of a sct 201 hstnct which often
~~ers hundreds of square miles But these
schoois canty onmuch !t ™ ey aid whenthey
senved much smalier Several teachers
comrnented that then s¢ f chidden are like
a family the teacher  r.ows each mne person-
ally and knows e wea' v 5se, of each Stu-
dents can work on tha owr get help ;rom
the teacher on a one ty o bass and hawe
the oopoturity & paricipate ' all the
actities

Cheryt Canstensen the teahzr at Alfaifa
Vaitey Schoot said ! teei that yourger and
older students leam from €.4.h other, not only
subject matter bt how te ive and take They
tearn hovy 1o work itk ind cooperate with
others despite vast aiffere nces

Ranch farmilies ire and /ore togetner and
few fathers go off toacde , ,"tonwhich their

4

Photo by Andrew Gulliford

Shay Delp, (7) at Browns Park School, wearing a gift from his father—
an elk’s tooth between two badger claws.

family nas no pan The ranch s tr « family job
Jot Just the father's responsitihity and that
makes for close family ties Because of this
there 1S more personal contact between
teachers and parerits
As Ms Carstensen said  ‘There 1s closer
contact with both the parents of studentsin a
rural school © As another teacher expressed 1t
Itis avery peaceful auncsphere witn very few
noisy distractions and plenty of fresh clean air
There are iots of wide open spdces for quite a
variety of actnies at recess and i ¢lassrcom
work Mostly the advantage comes from the
people Everyone .« <o friendly and parents dre
always williri, to help’ Paula Eisenbraun
who teaches at Big Foot Schooi in the Bad-
lands said an advantage to teaching in such o
place s that “narure s <t ydur font door
which s most insprng and eveeliert fur
SXPENMENts
The 1980 United States Census made it lear
that there 1< a strong tde of migrat + back to
wral reas Thie new, generation of uiban and
subutbar: refugees, nave indic.atea a dear pref-
erence for traditiunal values and
uncompheated lifestyles Perhaps the ¢ountry
schoot wall no longer be a relie from the Dast
The economic factors that pomted he way
1owards consohdation hfty and sixty year ado
nave now reversed thiemsehes
AL SIQ 000 a prece fur ew school buses ricot
nciuding bus dnvers <danes mainterdance
nsurance  and ranidly o Alaing  gasoline
costy solr and wind powered  countn,
» schools may be the wave of ihe future
i Energy-eficient countr,  scnools  prowned
with periodic musiC health and special edu-
3 cation serices sinmilar to thei urban countet
pans would ~robably gamn strong community
% support Realize that the big push for consol
a daton tock plare aher gaso'ine veas only 254

A gailon

Photo by Andrew Gulliford
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Parerts and administrators need to look at
atematnes In Colorado in the 1980-1981
schoot year, fourteen rural school districts have
switched to four day school weeks with erther
Monday or Fnday off The expenment Is pat-
terned after a program launched by the Cimar-
ron, New Mexico public schools and s
designed (o save energy In at least two stu-
dres, however, not only was energy saved. but
because of 10-hcur Aays, teachers found
themselves at least two ~eeks ahead of les-
son plans made the previous year

Country schools may once agam flournsh for
another reason, parents are increasingly dis-
satished with current urban education As
Manan Cramer states

The baneful notion that parents as a
class are neither qualified nor
1esponsible hurman agents when it
comes to the schooling of their
children must be challenged

The cold. poorly It one-room scheols
denounced in the early 1900’s by such experts
as NC MacDonaid from Nonth Dakota and
Jess W Miley from Kansas no longer serve the
public Inexperienced teachers have been
replaced by young prefessionals Tight-fisted
penny-pinching school boards have given
way to well fnanced’ and state-suppened
schoot distnicts EF Scnumacher’s " small 15
beautifui” ethic 1s beginning to make sense to
many people The ime is npe for a renaissance
in rural education

in the last twenty years education Innova-
tion* has conssstently dernved from ceuntry
school roots The “open concept”™ plan s a
direct descendasn Of the one-room schoct
“indrvidualized instruction” now  an
educaticnal by-word, was the only possible
way for one teacher to teach twenty-five stu-
derts at eight different grade levels A recent
movement towards replacing graded
classrooms with “family” groupings mimors
the close-knit ties of the country school expe-
nence * Peer counseling’ 15 a new definition
for students helping students, country school
kids with the teachers sanction have done
this for years Hennetta Greenfield a reured
teacher with forty-four years of expenence
made a very pertinent obsenation when she
said, ‘In the rural school the child was taught
exght times over ’

One-room  “country”  schools may  first
appear In urban areas where pPAENs seek
better control over the classraom and its con-
tert Aiong the Wasatch Front in Lrah the
prvate traditional school 15 flounshing as s
the even more radical coneept of the home
school

Quite possibly the future of successful edu-
cation 1n this country 15 dependent upon a
retum not only to the basics which were uner-
nngly taught in country schools, butalsotothe
community values which country  schools

]: lillcmo it o amazing how much of the

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Kearns and one of four students.

schools tirne and efforts went Into teauning
students how to e witn one another and to
find & riche within the surrounding commun-
ity The rural country school is the onily institu
ton which seems to have no successor to Al
its place

The country schoot, fike the agraran society
envisiorod by Thomas Jefferson has coliided
with the scientific/technical world and has
been bedten, or at least senously set biack
Whether this will be a permanent I0ss noone
can tell Judging from the people rterviewed
and the documents examined, the country
schoo! has much o offer in the way of furming
out hurrian beings who can share wil' ore
another and enjoy a sense of community

o7

OthwwhdeoLOOndlanm-thobe»mmdu,NV Qeacher Sandy

Photo by Andreis Gutliford

Maybe that s therr role tcday (reating an
aternate hfe style of shanng and joy among
human heings

The country schocl legacy requires careful
examination The key to its future hies 10 ts
past

x ¥

Portions of this essdy by Andrew Guibford
Anginally appedred in ‘The Chnstian Science
Monitor” Other material is from statf members
Sarat: Judge Topeka Kansas Dan Rylance
Grand Forks North Dakota, Caroline Hatton
Edgemont  South Dakota Herhert Blakely,
Madison South Dakota Jessie Embry Provo
Utah Roben Barthell Powell Wyoming
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“poet in Residence at 4 Country School” k./*

The school greets me like a series

of sentence fragments sent out to recess.

Before 1 hit the front door

I'm into a game of baseball soccer.

My first Kick’s a foul; my second sails

over the heads of the outfielders;

rounding third base, I suck in my stomach

and dodge the throw of a small blue-eyed boy.

I enter the school, sucking apples of wind.

In the fifth-grade section of the room

i stand in the center of an old rug and ask,
where would you go where no one could find you,
a secret place where you'd be invisible

10 everyone except yourselves;

what would you do there: what would you say?
1 ask them to imagine they're there, .
and writing a poem. As I walk around the room,
1 look at the wrists of the Kids,

green and alive, careful with silence.

They are writing themselves into fallen elms,
_corners of barns, washouts, and alkali flats.

1 watch until a tiny boy approaches,

who says he can't think of a place,

who wanders today, at least, if

he just couldn't sit on my lap.

Tomorrow, he says, he'll write,

And so the two of us sit under a clock,

beside a gaudy picture of a butterfly,

and a sweet poem of Christina Rosettl's.

And in all that silence, neither of us

can imagine ‘wvhere he'd rather be.

Dr Donovan welch
Kearney Staie College
Kearney. Nebraska

Photo by Andrew Guiliford

COUNTRY SCHOOL LEGACY
ARCHIVE REPOSITORIES

Robert L. Knecht

Kansas State Historical Soclety
120 \West 10th Street

Topeka, K3 66612

Joanne L. Dodds

Western History Research Room
Pueblo Library District

100 E. Abriendo Ave.

Pueblo, CC 81004

Doris Timperiey

Kearney Center for Archives &
History

Calvin T. Ryan Ubrary
Keamey State Coilege
Kearmney, NE 68847

Dr. Gary Topping

Curator of Manuscripts
Utah State Mistorical Soclety
300 Rio Grande

Sait Lake City, UT 84101

Dan Rylance. Curator -

Orin G. Libby Manuscript Coliection
Chester Fritz Library

University of North Dakota

Grand Forks, ND 58202

Eric Moody

Manuscript Curator
Nevada Historical Soclety
1650 Virginia St.

Reno, NV 89503

John Oisgaard

Government Documents/Archlivist
I.D. \Weeks Library

University of South Dakota
Vermiilion, SD 57069

Phil Roberts

Document Supervisor

Historical Resmarch & Publications
UWyoming State Archives

Barrett Building

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Anyone having additional material on
country schools from the eight states
listed above is encouraged to send it to
the appropriate address.
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write a good hand

black snake
pruy
McGuf /m"s&’cmivr\

spoke lf'[)lt’u’

standard school

teacher's mstitute

orthography

rally day

ner mal school

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

to wrne perfect penmanship with all of the frills and swirly
accompanying the Spenicerian or Palmer method
bullwhip, displaved i some courttry schools for the
henefit of unruly students, no documentation of a teacher
ever using one

outhouse Vanations mncluded everything from three-hole
outhouses to just one-hele for the girls, and boys used the
stable

a sertes of a primer and six graded readers using selecions
ot hterary mertt designed to suit the age level and mnterest
of the students First pubiished in 1836 with sales of over
125 million by 1920

to stand i front of the class or the community and to recite
a poem or speech memorized "hy heart’

refers to standards Of heat, lighting, and sanitation set forth
in the early 1900's to upgrade rural schools Standlards
varied shghtly from state to state Usually plavground
equipment was required

summer courses for teachers that lasted from six to ten
davs, often 1t was the first education that teachers recerved
after graduaning from eighth grade

spelling Spelling matches or spell downs were favonte
e.ents for classes and commuinities

any rally or socal event that occurred at a country s hool,
usually an all day affar such as—discussion of womein's
nght to vote, prohibition, new farming techniques, reli
gous revivals, etc

onginal name for higher education teacher preparaton
school, many have evolved mto four year colleges and
umversities
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'OUR LITTLE COUNTRY SCHOOL

Ot on the windswept prairie,
Up in the clear cold mouatatns
Stands a little country schoolhouse.
With a bell and a pot-bellied stove.
Down in the red clay canyons,
Way out on a grassy hill—

We haven’t forgotten

Our little country school.

And you know we never will,

In Broken Bone and Dunkley.
In Fly Gulch and Pagoda.
We learned our ABC's,

'We added our 1.2.3's.

We sat down when we missed a word

At the good old spelling bee.

At Prairie Rose and Fairview,

At Moon Hill and Coa! Creek.

We brought our own lunch pail.

On horscback and through dale.

Somectimes we carncd a spanking,
And our ponies heard us wail.

In Kansas and Nevada,

In Utah and Wyoming,
McGuffey’'s were so dear. - ‘
They taught us our Shakespeare.
We pledged allegiance to the flag
From first grade through the years.

In Nebraska and Dakota.

In Colorado too.

Our Schoolhouse was a key

To learning history.

Hands of our parents built the school.
And began the community. -

Out on the windswept prairie.

Up in the clear cold mountains
Stands a little country schoolhouse.
With a bell and a pot-beilied stove.
Down in the red clay canyons,
Way out on a grassy hill—

We haven't forgotten

Our little couatry school.

And you know we never will.
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and Fly Gulch.
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After one look at the building, I was sure I had
lost my mind. It was built of rough boards with
. double-boarded walls with tarpaper between the
. boards. We had a small box heater to heat the
building which it didn't do in cold weather.
When it was really cold we moved the desks up
as close as we could to the stove.

0live Salladay, Teacher,
South Pars, Colorado,17227

At the turn of the century, the United States had 200,000 one-
room schools, but now there are little more than a thousand in oper-
ationn. What happened to all of those simple white frame buildings
that dotted the prairie or were tucked away in narrow mountain

They had names like Brush Creek School, Fairview, Broken Bone,
Windy Point, Pagoda, Dunkley, Sleepy Cat, Elk Head, Moon Hill,

From 1870 until 1940, the one-room school played a vital part
ir. the settling of the American West.
in a country school, and those values and traditions which make
up our combined heritage were taught by teachers in isolated com-
munities on vast sweeps of the mountains and plains. The buildings
remain as silent testaments to a nation of immigrants bent on

Rural America was razised

No one knows how many one-room school buildings still stand.
Those s¢hools that have not been burned or demolished are bveing
destroyed by simple neglect and natural deterioration.

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE

Architecturally the schools are as diverse as those.who builz
them. All of the schools are made from whatever materials were
at hand--wood, stone, loge, 2dobe, brick, and sod. The first
Nebraska schools were little more than sod huts with dirt floors,
crude doors, and leaky roofs. In one Kansas sod scaool, a
enake fell through the roof only tuv land on the pot-bellied

b ————————— .y NCORED BY THE MOUNTAIN PLAINS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

MC Serving Kansas, Colorsdo, Nebrasks, Nevada, North Dskots, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming
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The line blurs and the definitions blend as to what constitutes
a country school, but the rationale is the same in every state. A
community with a schocl was a community with a future. Unlike the
east where the settlers built churches first, in the West all man-
ner of men were to be found who epoke a variety of languages and
held quite different religious beliefs. Schools therefore took
prioraty. )

In the years from 1875 schoolhouses were erected in Nebraska
at the rate of approximately one each day--and fcr the next quarter
century, a new schoolhouse was erected €évery two days. In Scotts
Bluff County, Nebraska, a school was built in 1886 with walls of
baled straw, a sod roof, and a dirt floor. It was sixteen feet
long,. twelve feet wide, and seven feet high. Within two years
cattle had devoured it!

CROSS LIGHTING

In a building without electricity and with no budget for kero-
sene, lighting Presented 2 serious problem. Most schools, there-
fore, had windows on the east and the blackboard on the west.

Some schools had windows on both sides, but for years the notion
prevailed that if light came from two sources, students doing writ-
ten work would ruin their eyes. A few brave districts tackled

the problem by putting windows to thre north fcr a constant, even
light, but the building must have been freezing cold in winter.

Says Nora Mohberg, retired teacher from Milnor, North Dakota:

"The country schoolhouse was the most utilitarian
building imaginable but in most instances it had

one serious drawback. That was the crcss lighting
that often injured the eyes of the students with-
out being noticed. If the windows were in the north
and south walls, the damage was not so great. But
windows on the east and west often created reflect-
iors that were injurious to the eyes of the students
although no one really understoud what was happen-
ing at that time."

} INTERIORS |

Most schools were plainly furnished with a woodstove, blackboard,
teacher's desk, students' desks, and very few books, slates, maps
and charts. Occasionally the teacher's desk was on an elevated
platform at the front of the room and the blackboard rose above
vertical hardwood wainscotting.

Books were few because rural farmers and ranchers had very little
disposable cash, and it was their taxes that ran the small local
school districts. Quite ofien the rural teacher with a meager in-
come of only $50 a month had the only steady income in the district.

Regardless of finances, however, every school proudly displayed
the American flag and the ever present portraits of Washington and
Lincoln--often tought with money from the teacher's pocket. Count-
less immigrant children revered those portraits as the greatest
symbols of our nation. washington represented the founding of our
country and Lincoln was honored for preserving our unity.

62
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PLAYGROUNDS

Country schools had very little pPlayground equipment, if any,
and what they had usually was homemade. Instead children played
games that required no equipment such as "Annie Over”, "Fox and
Geese”, "Pom, Pom, Pull Away", and a nundred variations of tc I,
*Blind Man's Bluff” and "Simon Says."

In Wyoming, children enjoyed chasing gophers. Killing rattle-
gnakes was also great fun in the plains states. Baseball became
popular when districts could afford bats, balls, and mits. Then,
of course, many students enjoyed playing tricks on the teacher
who was often young, single, female, and not much older than her
scholars.

The standardization movement swept across the country before
Word War T and distric+ts competed to upgrade local education
with better schools, outhouses, school libraries, and playground
equipment. .

LIFESTYLE

Country schools dominated rural education in the West in those -’
historic years betiween the fencing of the open range and the first
black-topped roads. Schools were built to serve the community
and centrally located so that children had no more than four miles
t0o' walk to school,

During the day, children from the first through the eighth grade
worked and learned &g one big family. Older children helped younger
ones, and in turn the younger children listened to the older ones
recite. Children knew what was expected oi them and everyone had
a role in plays or a position on the baseball team.

At night and on holidays, parents used the building as a commun-
ity center for voting, dancing, card-playing, socializing, debating,
church, Sunday school, weddings, funerals, grange meetings and
water board meetings.

The country school was the focal point of rural communities, and
many generations of Americans received their entire formal educa-
tion in a one-room white ¢lapboard school.

In the words of Dr. Fred Schroeder:

But the farther I travel from ‘tkat quaint and frag-
rant beginning, the closer is my affinity to the
goals of the resourceful and idealistic rural
teacher for whom no subject, course or age was £ep-
arated from its neighbors, and with whom the school
day became an invitation to circles of experience,
widening outward from the common room so that child,
community, nature, books, and imagination were
unified in an adventure of growing and learning.

-0-
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# fifty 11 by 14 color and black & white prints framed 16 by 20
* country school photographs from eight states
* 211 photos taken betwesen June, 1980 and June, 1981

Bustos School: Huerfano County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
Located south of Highway #10 near Cucharas Reservoir,

the school is names for the Bustos family who homesteaded
in the area in the 1870's. The family came from Tierra
Amarilla, New Mexico.

Willows School: Custer County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
Children who once attended this school south of Westcliffe
now square dance here.

Granite School: Custer County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
Located on a ridge east of Granite, the school closed
in 1958. I+ appears to be two one-room schools spliced
together; a not uncommon occurence.

Howard School: Fremont County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds

This school is west of Howard. No coin was needed to
pass through this turnstile to get an education. Howard
School had the only wallpapered outhouse found in south-
ern Colorado; it was green to match the classroom walls.

Nathror School: Lake County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
The architect must have modeled this, the only school
in Nathrop, after churches built back East.

Malta School: Lake County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds

Located west of Leadville along highway #24, the 4
community of Malt: was named for the Malta Smelt- . -
ing Works. There is a teacherage to the rear of /
the Building, and the Malta School has the only
surviving wagon shed in southern Colorado.

Serving Kansss, Colorado, Mebraska, Nevads, North Dakota, South Dakots, Ut.h, and Wyoming
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7. Cedarwood School: Pueblo County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
l This view is typical of the isolation of many country
% schocls. The building is east of Colorado City.

8.  Mowunt Pleasant School: Alamosa County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
i Perhaps the treer: are mute testimony to some remote Arbor
i Day program. Th: school is west of Alamosa.

9 Westcliffe Schoel: Custer County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
' This Westcliffe school waes restored by the community
as a Colorado Centernial-Bicentennial project in 1976.

10. Malachite School: Huerfano County, CO by Edwin L. Dcdds
; lLocated southwest of Redwing, this was one of several
, schools which had over the entrance a sign proclaiming
‘ it a "State of Colorado, Approved Standard School”.

11'.  Mustang School: Huerfano County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
: This school is locdted near the Pueblo County Line close
| to the Denver and Rio Grande railroad. A number of
§ Swedish famjlies lived in the area, and the teacher's
quarters were in the east side of the building.

12. Maxwell Mine Church/School: Las‘hnimas County, CO by Edwin L. Dodds
! Accounts vary as to the use of this building which is
listed in the Historic American Building Survey. The
school is on the Maxwell Mine property. )
»
13. Paragon School: Gunnison County, CO by Andrew Guliiford (color)
The Paragon School has been moved to the Pioneer Museum
grounds at Gunnison. The curved front wincows and elab-
orate bell tower designate it as an architecturally
unique rural school.

14, Brown's Park School: Moffat County, CO by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Dan Vogeler teaches 1st through 6th grade at one of the last
operative one-room schools in the state. Located north of
Sunbeam, the school is made of two separate one-room -
buildings that were hauled in and joined together.

15, Tructon School: E1 Paso County, CO by Andrew Gulliford (colorje
This Waterbury Jacketed Stove was the finest available -
when the four-room Tructon High School was finished in
1917. The school served as a hospital during the flu
epidemic of 1918. It is now owned and maintained by a church.

1€. Stove Prairie School: Larimer County, CO by Randall Teeuwen (color)
Children leave the Stove Prairie School 25 miles west of
Fort Collins like they have done every school day since 1896.
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18.
19.
20.

21,

22.

23-
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White Rock School: Rio Blanco County, CO by Randall Teeuwen
This log school on Strawberry Creek northwest. of Meeker

is still used as a community center. The rancher photo-
graphed inside the school attended class here. Tne wood-
stove and chairs have been in the building for at least
fifty years.

White Rcck School: Rio Blanco County, CO by Randail Teeuwen
White Rock School: Rio Blanco County, CC by Randall Teeuwen

Big Springs School: Douglas County, KS by Randall Teeuwen
The original stone school at Big Springs was replaced

in 1869 by a large frame building provided by the United
Brethren Church. This is the third District No. 72 Big
Springs School--and the last. :

Barber School: Douglas rounty, KS by Randall Teeuwen
Like many eastern Kansas country schools, the Barber
School No. 82 was quarried from native limestone. An
agreement dated October 23, 1871 specifies the dimen-
sions as 24 by 36 feet with a 12 foot ceiling. Total cost $600.

District No. 32: Stanton County, NE.by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Built in 1925, this green stucco school in the rolling

hills north of Schuyler is still in use as are over

300 country schools in Nebraska.

Little Salt Creek Schcol: Lancaster County, NE by Andrew Gulliford
This one-room white school is still in use and (color)
located only two miles east of the downtown Lincoln

exit off Interstate 80.

micentified =chool: Dixon County, NE by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Situated in the woods only a stone’s throw from & Nebraska

state park and the Missouri River, this school appears to

be in use northwest of Ponca. :

Sioux Creek School: Loup County, NE by Randall Teeuwen

The all brick District No. 4 school was built with

large windows to the north and scuth, and it is as

solid as the day it was completed ten miles west of Burwell.

&
Riverside District No.1: Garfield County, NE by Randall Teeuwen
Finished in 1924, the Riverside School had windows to the
west and south and a handsome bell tower. Built only
four miles east of the Sioux Creek School, both districts
lost to consolidation.

*
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27. Allen Duncan and the Fairview School: Buffalo County, NE
by Randall Teeuwen
Twelve miles north and four miles east of Kearney, District
No. 110 was built in the 1880°'s. Allen Duncan says, "That's
the only buildifig I went to school in. I didn't pass
ancient history so I had to repeat eighth grade. I had
a real good country education. We raised by six boys
and a girl, but my education through the eighth grade
was as good as my kids through high school!”

28. Golconda School: Humboldt County, NV by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Originally a booming mining camp, few people now live
in Golconda which is eighteen miles east of Winnemucca.
The school is fascinating because the plans apparently
called for three one-room classrooms united by a bell tower.

29. Leonard Creek Ranch School: Humboldt County, NV by Andrew Gulliford
Most Nevada ranches had their own schools 100 years ago.
Today the Montero family still has their own tiny one-room

" school in a building constructed in 1918. The school is
90 miles northwest of Winnemucca where the ranch lies on
the edge. of the Black Rock Desert.

30. Ruby Valley School: Elko County, NV by Andrew Gulliford
‘ This is the original Ruby Valley School built when the
first Mormons came into the valley. Today a modern two-
room brick school built in 1964 serves their great, great
grandchildren.

31. 0ld Jiggs School: Elko County, NV by Andrew Gulliford
The ornate gate is to keep cattle out and children in.
The school is now a post office with this sign above
the mailboxes: "If you leave a message Fre'll get you
stamps, but take your packages to the bar.”

32. Jiggs School: Elko County, NV by Andrew Gulliford
Fourteen students grades 1st through 7th learn in
this small trailer. Aline Mooney is in her fourth
year of teaching, and she insists that rural school
teachers must be organized and able to do a dozen things
simoultaneously.

33. Broken Bone School: Benson County, ND by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Built in 1906, the two story Broken Bone School at ‘
Pleasant Laie, North Dakota was designed with one
upstairs and one downstairs classroom. i

34. Meyer Schocl: Pierce County, ND by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Like many country schools, the Meyer School now serves

Lo as a voting place and as the Meyer Township Hall. It is
between Pleasant Lake and Rugby.
#i, 3 .
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
Lo.
L1,

W]

Ly,

‘!‘\\‘

J

grand Harbor School: Ramsey County, ND by Andrew Gulliford {color)
This school, District No. 6, Bay No. 1, closed in 1960

and the books are still on ﬁhe shelves. The number of

people who voted in each’election since 1960 can ‘be

found on the blackboards. v <

Nora Mohberg and the Center School: Richland County, ND
by Andrew Gulliford (color) f
Mrs. Mohberg taught for years in rural schools and testifies
that adult immigrants often attended rural schools to learn
English and the American monetary system.

Amidon School: Slope County, ND by Randall Teeuwen

This school is still in use. Note the teacher's living
quarters in the trailer and the adjacent one-room school
that is now the library.

Roller School: Fall River County,\Eﬂkby Andrew Gulliford
Located north of Ardmoxe, this one-room school was named
after the nearest family--the Roler's. Windows only face
the east to aveid cross lighting, and the flagpéle per-
manently leans east because of prevailing northwest winds.

Roller School interior: Fall River County, SD by Andrew Gulliford

Roller School playround: Fall River County, SD by Andrew Gulliford

Molan School: Hutchinson County, SD by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Built during the last period of country school construction

in the 1930's, this school south of Freeman boasts a full
basement, hardwood floors, windows that only face north

for even light, and outhouses built to WPA standardg.

unidentified school: Roberts County, SD by Andrew Gulliford (color)
Located north of Sisseton on highway #81, this one-room,

white, rural school typifies thousarids of country

schools that once dotfed the mountain and plains states.

Thistle School: Utah Cownty, UT by Andrew Gulliford (color)
This solid sandstone school was built from a plan

book and intended to be used for generations in those

days before the invention of school busgi.

{
Esther Cambell, Vernal: "'intah County, UT by Andrew Gulliford (color)
"Mis3s Esth.~" &s her p.,.ls called her, taught for years
in Coloradc rural schools like Elk Springs, Skull Creek,
Brown's Park, Twin Wash, Greystone, Mantle, Ladore, ard
Loyd School.
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L5, Slater School: Platte County, WY by Randali Teeuwen
Renocvated by the Slater Women's Club, this school met
all the requiremente to be a Wyoming Standard School,
and had only sixteen teachers between 1918-194L. The
furnishings are completely authentic. ‘

L6. Slater School interior: Platte County, WY by Randall Teeuwen
47, Slater School interior: Platte “ocunty, WY by Randall Teeuwen

- 48, Pairview School pump: Platte County. WY by Andrew Gulliford
The Fairview School north of Wheatland is still in use
as a Sunday school, and the punl remains not far frem
the front door.

49, Axford School: Platte County, WY by Andrew Gullifurd
Originally twelve miles southwest of Wheatland,
this circe 1919 school was moved around a great
deal as were many of the one-roo: frame school
buildings when farm populations shifted.

50. Keelinc School: Niobrara founty, WY by &ndrew Gulliford
Attendance at the Keeline School ran from twenty
to forty students. The Jireh rural school had to
be moved in for a lunch room ané recreation hail,
but now Keeline, 17 miles west of Lusk, has only
two remaining residents.

L2222 ]

photbgraphs on display at the Colorado Heritage Center, Denver,
June 13--July 13, 1981

The Buffalo Bill Historical Center, Cody, Wyoming, October 1--
December 1o, 1981

other dates are available/contact: Project Director
Country School legacy
Box 305
Silt, Co 81652
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